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Regular Session Agenda  

April 15, 2014 at the Courthouse Annex 
435 W. Walnut St.   Monticello, FL 32344 

 
1. 6:00 P.M. – Call to Order, Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. Public Announcements, Presentations, & Awards 

a) Firefighter Certification/Equipment Presentation – Mike Long 
  
3. Consent Agenda 

a) Approval of Agenda 
b) Minutes of April 1st, 2014 General Session 
c) TDC Special Event Grant Recommendations 
d) Transportation Alternatives Resolution – Previously Approved Shoulder Paving Projects 

  
4. Citizens Request & Input on Non-Agenda Items (3 Minute Limit) 

 
5. General Business 

a) Heritage/Canopy Roads Proposed Resolution – Troy Avera  
b) Revised Plan for Remaining Road Bond Funds – Commissioner Boyd 

 
6. County Coordinator 

a) Code Enforcement Ordinance Revisions – Parrish Barwick/Beth Letchworth 
 

7. Commissioner Discussion Items 
  
8. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the manual "Government in the Sunshine", page 40: 
 Paragraph C. Each board, commission or agency of this state or of any political subdivision thereof shall include in the notice of any meeting or hearing, if notice of 
meeting or hearing is required, of such board, commission, or agency, conspicuously on such notice, the advice that if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, 
agency or commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose he may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
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ITEM 3: CONSENT AGENDA MATERIALS 
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 JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR SESSION 

April 1, 2014 
 
The Board met this date in regular session. Present were Chairperson Betsy Barfield, 
Commissioners Benjamin “Benny” Bishop, Hines Boyd, John Nelson and Stephen Walker. Also 
present were County Coordinator Parrish Barwick, County Attorney Buck Bird and Clerk of 
Court Kirk Reams. 

 
 

ITEM 2: Public Announcements, Presentations & Awards 
 

1. Commissioner Nelson requested a moment of silence to observe the passing of former 
Fire Chief Rogers. 
 
ITEM 3: Consent Agenda 
 

2. On motion by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Nelson and 
unanimously carried, the consent agenda—consisting of the approval of the agenda 
and the Minutes of the March 18th Regular Session—was approved.  

 
ITEM 5a: Bid Tabulations & Recommendations for SHIP Program 
 

3. County Coordinator Parrish Barwick presented this item to the Board. A motion was 
made by Commissioner Nelson to approve the recommendations. Commissioner 
Walker seconded for discussion. Commissioner Boyd stated his disappointment that no 
vendors were local but that he was okay moving forward. Chairperson Barfield wanted it 
on record that she requested the Building Inspector be extra diligent when working on 
these homes. Citizen Anne Holt inquired about the local preference language in the 
purchasing policy and asked why local vendors were not bidding on these projects. 
Chairperson Barfield stated her opinion that many of these projects were too low 
moneywise to attract local contractors. County Coordinator Barwick added that no one 
was precluded from bidding. The above motion was unanimously carried. 
 
ITEM 5b: Citizens Advisory Task Force Membership Appointments 
 

4. County Coordinator Barwick stated that a few people had requested to be taken off the 
committee. Chairperson Barfield stated that she would need to appoint a new Planning 
Commissioner as well and requested that this be advertised. Citizen Dick Bailar stated 
there were specific requirements for different positions/committees. County Coordinator 
Barwick stated he would make sure to spell out qualifications/requirements for the 
different committees. 
 
ITEM 5c: Sidewalk Extension Along US 90 to Crooked Creek 
 

5. Chairperson Barfield introduced this item. She stated that to make this happen, the item 
would need to be placed on the agenda and sent to CRTPA. She stated that another option 
would be to pave it and pay for it with county funds and then submit to FDOT for 
reimbursement. County Coordinator Barwick stated this item was placed on the agenda 
just in case there needed to be quick action. Citizen Paul Henry stated that FDOT had 
very stringent rules and regulations and might even have jurisdiction of this area since it 
was on Highway 90. 
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ITEM 6: County Coordinator 
 

6. County Coordinator Parrish Barwick stated that grass cutting is usually an issue this time 
of year and that the crews will start in the near future. Commissioner Boyd requested that 
the crews not start too early, as the crimson clover and rye needed to “seed out” or 
mature. Commissioner Bishop concurred with the exception of safety issues that needed 
to be addressed via mowing as soon as possible. 
 
ITEM 7: Commissioner Discussion Items 
 

7. Clerk of Court Kirk Reams stated he spoke with a staff member from the Suwanee River 
Water Management District and that the spring protection had been awarded to the 
County. He further stated he had forwarded this information to the committee members, 
Commissioner Walker and County Engineer Alan Wise to review.  
 

8. Commissioner Walker mentioned a possible conflict between the upcoming Florida 
Association of Counties conference and the Board’s second meeting in June. County 
Coordinator Barwick stated that the conference started the 17th, which was the same day 
as the Board meeting. He also stated if more than one Commissioner was going to be 
absent, it might be a good idea to move the meeting. Commissioner Walker stated it was 
just informational, as he would likely miss the Board’s June 17th meeting to attend the 
first day of the conference. 
 

9. Commissioner Nelson stated there was an annual VFW event on Saturday at the Jefferson 
Middle High School and also provided a brief update on the Aucilla Regional Landfill. 

 
ITEM 8: Adjournment 
 

10. The warrant register was reviewed and bills ordered paid. 
 

11. On motion by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Bishop and 
unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 

________________________ 
Chairman 

Attest: __________________________ 
   Clerk  
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Memorandum 

To:   Kirk Reams 

CC: BOCC 

From: Nancy Wideman, Jefferson County TDC 

Date: 4/8/0214 

Re: Grant requests to the TDC for cycle three  

 
 
The following are four grants that have been approved by the TDC at 
their April, 7, 2014 meeting.  They have been placed on the consent 
agenda for your approval. 
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ITEM 5(a): HERITAGE/CANOPY ROADS 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1-1000214-_____ 

  RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                              TO SPECIFY AND RECOGNIZE ADDITIONAL  
                                             HERITAGE - CANOPY ROADS TO PRESERVE 

 
 
WHEREAS the early settlers of Jefferson County established a road network for commerce and communication that was 
based on Native-American routes and the need to connect settlements; 
 
WHEREAS many of these roads have historical and heritage value, remain attractive, are scenic assets to the County and 
demonstrate the history of the people, activities and events that have shaped our County; 
 
WHEREAS Jefferson County possesses a valuable tourist road network, as well as historical and archeological interests; and 
 
WHEREAS the Board of County Commissioners recognizes the value of preserving and maintaining a heritage road network 
of routes for the enjoyment of future generations and economic development of the County; 
 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA 
THAT: 
 
 

1. The Board shall recognize and designated the following roads as canopy roads and include them under the canopy 
road classification in the County Land Development Code: 

 
a. Old St. Augustine Rd. (Westward from Waukeenah to US-27). 
b. Avalon Rd. 
c. S. Barber Hill Rd. (Old St. Augustine Rd. and part of the Bellamy Rd (Federal Highway)) 
d. Gum Swamp Rd (Old Greenville-Quitman Rd.) 
e. Bippus Rd (Old Lyndhurst Rd). 
f. Brock Rd. (Part of Old Salt Rd.) 
g. Groover Rd. (Part of Old Salt Rd.) 
h. Cocroft Rd.  
i. Georgia Forks Rd.  
j. West Lake Road 
k. US-90 Mahan Drive (Westward from Court House) 
l. Oetinger Rd 
m. Simpson Rd 
n. N. Norias Rd 
o. East Dogwood St (Avenue of The Oaks) 

 
2. The Board shall cause to be developed Roadside Tree Protection Practices for the maintenance and preservation of 

Scenic, Heritage and Canopy Roads (“SCH”) and shall include those Roadside Tree Protection Practices in the 
County Land Use Code. These Roadside Tree Protection Practices shall be binding upon county departments, 
county contractors and utility companies and their powerline maintenance contractors, and shall apply to all road and 
roadside activities within 75 feet of the centerline of such roads. The Road Tree Protection Practices shall be 
communicated to private property owners along said roads and shall be recommended and encouraged for use, but 
are not binding, for all road and roadside maintenance and construction activities with 75 feet of the centerline of 
such roads.     
 

3. The Board shall recognize the Heritage Roads Program system of driving trails shown in Exhibit I of the Resolution. 
The Board shall cause these driving trails to be marked with appropriate distinctive signage and shall cause these 
roads to be maintained in good travel condition for passenger cars and off-road bicycles.   

 
RESOLVED this ____ day of April 2014. 
ATTEST:                                                              BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
                                                                                 OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
BY:________________________________            BY:___________________________________ 

          Kirk Reams, Clerk                                                   Betsy Barfield, Chairman 
                                                                                      (As approved by the Board on April   ____ 2014)  
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                      EXHIBIT I 
 
 
 The Heritage Roads Program system of driving trails, initially consists of four driving trails as 

follows: 1) Miccosukee-Magnolia Trail; 2) Spanish Trace Trail: 3) Plantation Trail; 4) Flatwoods-

Wilderness Trail. The roads making up these driving trails may be changed or substituted from time to 

time as conditions may require and the current routing of these driving trails are depicted on the Heritage 

Roads Program Web-site map.  

 The named driving trails consist of the parts or segments of the following roads that form the 

routes as depicted on the Heritage Roads program Map as follows: 

1. The Miccosukee-Magnolia Trail consists of the following: US-19, West Lake, Lake, Cocroft, 

Georgia Forks, Simpson, Lake, and US-19 roads. Alternate Routes include Oetinger, 

Tucumseh and US-19 roads.  

2. The Spanish Trace Trail consists of the following: US-90, SR-59, Old Lloyd, Lloyd Creek, 

Cherry Tree, US-27, St Augustine,  US-27, CO-259, Beth Page,  SR-59, Wacissa, SR-59, CO-

257, Peter Brown, Walker Springs, Avalon, US-27, South Barber Hill, South ALT (CO-257), 

Aucilla (CO-158), US-19 roads. 

3. The Plantation Trails consists of the following: US-19, East Pearl (CO-146), South Marvin, 

East Dogwood, CO-146, Bassett Dairy, CO-257, Blue Lake, US-90, Honey Lake, SR-221, 

Bippus, Gum Swamp, Brock, Groover, CO-149 andUS-19 roads. Alternate routes include, 

North Whippoorwill and North White Dove roads.  

4. The Flatwoods-Wilderness Trail consists of the following:  US-19, Waukeenah (CO-259), 

Gamble (SR-59), Wacissa, Gamble (SR-59), US-98, Powell Hammock, Goose Pasture, 

Powell Hammock, Aucilla River (CO-14), South Salt (CO-257A), US-27, and US-19 roads. 
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Alternate Route 1 include of Fanlew, Natural Bridge, Old Plank, and US-98 roads. Alternate 

Route 2 include Oneal Tram, Walker Springs, and Avalon roads.   
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ITEM 5(b): REVISED PLAN FOR REMAINING 
BOND FUNDS 
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ITEM 6(a): CODE ENFORCEMENT 
ORDINANCE REVISIONS 
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Draft 3-25-14 
 

1 
 

JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2014-_________ 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY FLORIDA, 
RELATING TO CODE ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR PURPOSE; 
AMENDING CHAPTER 21 OF THE JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “CODE 
ENFORCEMENT”; AMENDING SEC. 21-1, GENERALLY; 
AMENDING AND RENAMING SEC. 21-2, DEFINITIONS; 
AMENDING SEC. 21-3, CREATION OF CODE 
ENFORCEMENT BOARD, COMPOSITION, TERMS AND 
REMOVAL OF MEMBERS, ORGANIZATION; AMENDING 
SEC. 21-4, LEGAL COUNSEL; CREATING A NEW SEC. 21-6, 
GENERAL ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY; CREATING A 
NEW SEC. 21-7, COMPLAINT PROCEDURE; AMENDING 
AND RENUMBERING SEC. 21-6 AS 21-8, ENFORCEMENT 
PROCEDURE; REORGANIZING BY CREATING A NEW 
SUBJECT HEADING, SEC. 21-9, HEARING PROCEDURES, 
AND AMENDING EXISTING LANGUAGE; RENUMBERING 
SEC. 21-7 AS 21-10, APPEAL; AMENDING AND 
RENUMBERING SEC. 21-8 AS 21-11, NOTICES; CREATING 
SEC. 21-12, ABATEMENT BID PROCEDURE; CREATING 
SEC. 21-13, IMMUNITY; CREATING SEC. 21-14, COSTS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR AUTHORITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson County, Florida, as 
follows: 
  
SECTION 1:      FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
WHEREAS, Article VII of the Constitution of Florida authorizes Counties to exercise broad 
home rule powers; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 125.01(1), Florida Statutes, provides that the legislative and governing 
body of a County shall have the power to carry on County government and that said power 
includes, but is not restricted to, the enumerated powers set forth in Section 125.01, Florida 
Statutes, so long as any powers exercised are not inconsistent with general law; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 125.01(1)(t), Florida Statutes, provides that a County may adopt ordinances 
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and resolutions necessary for the exercise of its powers and prescribe fines and penalties for the 
violation of ordinances in accordance with law; and 
  
WHEREAS, Sections 125.01(3)(a) and (b), Florida Statutes, recognize that the enumeration of 
powers in Section 125.01(1), Florida Statutes, incorporates all implied powers necessary and 
incident to carry out those powers and that Section 125.01, Florida Statutes, shall be liberally 
construed in order to effectively carry out the purpose of the section and to secure for counties 
the broad exercise of home rule powers authorized by the State Constitution; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 162, Florida Statutes, “The Local Code Enforcement Boards 
Act,” the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson County Florida duly enacted Chapter 21 
of the Code of Ordinances entitled “Code Enforcement”;  and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined that it is necessary to clarify 
and supplement certain provisions relating to code enforcement and to renumber and reorganize 
as necessary; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Jefferson Board of County Commissioners has determined that this ordinance is 
necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of Jefferson County, Florida and its citizens.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Jefferson County Board of County 
Commissioners as follows: 
 
SECTION 2:      PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 
 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to clarify and supplement certain local County codes relating to 
code enforcement in Jefferson County Code of Ordinances Chapter 21. 
  
SECTION 3: AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 21 OF THE CODE OF ORDIANANCES OF 

JEFFERSON COUNTY. 
 
Chapter 21 of the Code of Ordinances of Jefferson County is hereby amended as follows: 
 
NOTE: Underlined language is language to be added and Struck Through language is language to be deleted. 
 
Chapter 21  CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 
Sec. 21-1. - Generally. 
 
The Jefferson County Code Enforcement Officer and Code Enforcement Board, pursuant to F.S. 
ch. 162, shall enforce this Code, the Land Development Code, County Building Code 
requirements, and those codes as to which jurisdiction is stated herein, according to the 
procedures set forth below. 
 
This ordinance establishes code enforcement procedures and creates the Jefferson County Code 
Enforcement Board, pursuant to ch. 162, F.S. 
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Sec. 21-2. – Definitions. of code enforcement officer. 
 
Code Enforcement is the prevention, detection, investigation and enforcement of violations of 
statutes or ordinances regulating public health, safety, and welfare, public works, business 
activities and consumer protection, building standards, land-use, or municipal affairs. 
 
Code Enforcement Board (CEB) shall mean the county code enforcement board created pursuant 
to ch. 162, F.S. 
 
Code Enforcement Inspector shall mean those authorized agents or employees of the county 
whose duty it is to assure code compliance. 
 
For the purpose of this article, Code Enforcement Officer shall means any authorized agent or 
employee of the county whose duty it is to ensure compliance with the codes and ordinances of 
the county.  The designated “code enforcement officer” may be one individual, or may be more 
than one person with particular areas of jurisdictional responsibility, as determined by the board 
of county commissioners who possesses specialized training in code enforcement by the Florida 
Association of Code Enforcement and is appointed by the Board of County Commissioners to 
carry out the function of Code Enforcement in Jefferson County.                                   
 
Sec. 21-3. - Creation of code enforcement board; composition, terms and removal of members; 
organization. 
 
(a) There is created a code enforcement board for the county, which shall consist of seven 
members appointed by the board of county commissioners. The board of county commissioners 
may appoint up to two alternate members to serve on the board in the absence of code 
enforcement board members. All members of the code enforcement board shall be residents of 
the county and shall serve without compensation. 
 
(b)  The membership of the code enforcement board shall, whenever possible, be made on the 
basis of experience or interest in the fields of zoning and building control and other areas listed 
in section 21-5 and shall, whenever possible, include: 

(1) An architect; 
(2) A business person; 
(3) An engineer; 
(4) A general contractor; 
(5) A subcontractor; 
(6) A realtor; and 
(7) A citizen lay[man] appointee. 

 
(c)  The initial appointments to the code enforcement board shall be as follows: 

(1) Two members shall be appointed for a term of one year. 
(2) Three members shall be appointed for a term of two years. 
(3) Two members shall be appointed for a term of three years. 
(4) Alternate members, if appointed, shall be appointed for a term of one year. 
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Thereafter, each member shall be appointed by the board of county commissioners for a term of 
three years. A member may be reappointed. Appointments to fill any vacancy on the code 
enforcement board shall be for the remainder of the unexpired term of office. 
 
(d) Any member of the board who fails to attend two out of three successive meetings during any 
calendar year shall automatically forfeit such appointment and the Board of County 
Commissioners shall promptly fill such vacancy. 
 
If any member of the code enforcement board fails to attend two of three successive meetings 
without providing prior notice to the secretary of the code enforcement board, or if any member 
is absent from 33 percent of the regularly scheduled meetings in a given calendar year regardless 
of prior notice, then the county coordinator's office shall send a letter to the member so failing to 
attend and request to know their intentions with regard to the continued service on the code 
enforcement board. The response to the county coordinator's letter shall be relayed to the board 
of county commissioners for consideration of whether a vacancy should be declared; any 
vacancy so created shall be promptly filled by appointment of the board of county 
commissioners. 
 
(e)  Members of the code enforcement board may be suspended and removed from office by the 
board of county commissioners for cause after ten days' written notice and hearing before the 
board of county commissioners. 
 
(f)  At the first meeting of the code enforcement board, the members shall elect a chair and a 
vice-chair, who shall be voting members, from among the members of the code enforcement 
board. The persons so elected shall function as chair and vice-chair for a one-year term.  The 
presence of four or more members, including alternate members, shall constitute a quorum of the 
code enforcement board necessary to take action. Special meetings of the code enforcement 
board may be convened by the chair upon giving 48 hours' written notice to each member of the 
board. 
 
(g)  Regular meetings of the board shall occur no less frequently than once per quarter, or as 
necessary. 
 
 
(h)  Minutes and mechanical recordings shall be maintained for all meetings and hearings held 
by the code enforcement board; and all meetings, hearings and proceedings shall be open to the 
public. 
 
(i)  The board of county commissioners shall provide clerical administrative support, including 
necessary supplies, to the code enforcement board as may be reasonably required for the proper 
performance of its duties. 
 
Sec. 21-4. - Legal counsel. 
 
(a)  The county attorney is hereby designated by the board of county commissioners to attend 
meetings of the code enforcement board in order to assist and advise the code enforcement board 
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in the conduct of its hearings, including the application of the procedures for hearings as set forth 
herein. 
 
(b)  An attorney (other than the county attorney) shall may be appointed by the board of county 
commissioners to represent the county staff during such proceedings. The appointed attorney or a 
member of the administrative staff of the county shall present each case before the code 
enforcement board. The board may appoint the county planning commission attorney to function 
in this capacity. 
 
(c)  In no event may the county attorney serve in both capacities. 
 
Sec. 21-5. - Jurisdiction. 
 
(a)  The code enforcement board shall have the jurisdiction to hear and decide alleged violations 
occurring within the unincorporated county and, if approved by interlocal agreement, within the 
municipal limits of the City of Monticello, of the following codes and ordinances that have been, 
or will in the future be, adopted by the county, or if applicable, by the city: 
 

(1)  Florida Building Code, Building. 
(2)  Florida Building Code, Residential. 
(3)  Florida Building Code, Existing Building. 
(4)  Florida Building Code, Plumbing. 
(5)  Florida Building Code, Fuel Gas. 
(6)  Florida Building Code, Mechanical. 
(7)  Florida Building Code, Test Protocols. 
(8)  Florida Building Code, Energy. 
(9)  Florida Accessibility Code. 
(10)  Florida Fire Prevention Code. 
(11)  Florida Life Safety Code. 
(12)  Land Development Code and Comprehensive Plan. 
(13)  Subdivision codes. 
(14)  Licensing codes, including business tax receipts and licensing. 
(15)  Mobile Home Inspection Code. 
(16)  Unsafe Building Abatement Code 
(17)  Code of Ordinances. 

 
(b)  The jurisdiction of the code enforcement board shall not be exclusive. Any alleged violation 
of any of the codes and ordinances referred to in subsection (a) of this section may be pursued by 
appropriate remedy in court, or in any other manner, or using any procedure, provided by state 
statute or by any local code in effect, or which in the future may be in effect, at the option of the 
appropriate official whose responsibility it is to enforce that respective code or ordinance. 
 
Sec. 21-6.  General enforcement authority. 

The Code Enforcement Inspector/officer shall have the authority and powers necessary to gain 
compliance with the codes and ordinances enumerated in Sec. 21-5 above, and shall conduct an 
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investigation upon receiving a complaint by a citizen. 

Sec. 21-7. – Complaint procedure. 
 
(a)  A citizen of Jefferson County may make a complaint for investigation by the code 
enforcement officer. 
 
(b) Complaints shall be made in writing on a form to be supplied by the code enforcement officer 
and shall contain the following: 
 

(1) Date of offense and date of filing the complaint. 
 
(2) General statement of facts of the offense including the location and owners name and 
contact information, if known.   
 
(3) Name, signature, and contact information of the complainant. 

 
Sec. 21-68. - Enforcement procedure. 
 
(a) When the code enforcement officer has reason to believe that the provisions of this code or 
any county building code requirements are being violated, it shall initiate enforcement 
proceedings via the process set forth in this section. It shall be the duty of the code enforcement 
inspector to investigate complaints and initiate enforcement proceedings of the various codes and 
ordinances.  No member of the code enforcement board may initiate enforcement 
proceedings. The Code Enforcement Inspector/officer may initiate enforcement proceedings 
according to the process set forth in this section when the inspector/officer has reason to believe 
that there is a violation of any the County codes and ordinances enumerated in Sec. 21-5 above.   
 

(1)  A notice of violation shall be served upon the owner, agent, custodian, lessee, or 
occupant to terminate and abate the violation in not less than 30 days of from the date 
such notice is received by certified mail, hand delivery, or advertised in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the county. Such notice of violation shall include: 
 

a. a sufficient description by address and/or legal description to identify the 
property upon which the violation exists; 

 
b. a description of the violation to be terminated and abated and any 

additional actions, authorizations or permits required to achieve 
compliance; and 

 
c. a statement that if the described violation is not terminated and abated 

within a specified period of time, which shall be not less than 30 days after 
notice as herein provided, the code enforcement board may order the code 
enforcement officer to cause the violation to be terminated and abated, and 
to impose a lien upon the property for the actual cost of such termination 
and abatement.  
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The code enforcement inspector/officer may provide additional time in which to cure a 
violation if, in the discretion of the code enforcement officer, such additional time is 
reasonably necessary in view of the actions required to achieve compliance. 
 
(2)  If such violation has not been terminated and abated within the time specified in the 
notice, a second notice shall be sent notifying the offender that a code enforcement 
hearing has been requested. Such notice of violation shall further state the date, time and 
place in which the violation will be called up for hearing before the code enforcement 
board. The second notice as referenced herein shall be sent to the violator not less than 30 
days before the hearing before the code enforcement board. 
 
(3)  If a violation presents a serious threat to the public health, safety, and welfare, the 
code enforcement inspector/officer shall immediately take the case before the code 
enforcement board, even if the violator has not been notified. 
 
(4)  If a repeat violation is found, the code inspector shall notify the violator; but is not 
required to give the violator a reasonable time to correct the violation. The 
code enforcement inspector/officer, upon notifying the violator of a repeat violation, shall 
notify the code enforcement board and request a hearing. The code enforcement board, 
through its clerical administrative staff, shall schedule a hearing and shall provide notice 
pursuant to this chapter. The case may be presented to the code enforcement board even 
if the repeat violation has been corrected prior to the board hearing; and the notice shall 
so state. 
 

Sec. 21-9. - Hearing procedure. 
 
(5) (a) All hearings before the code enforcement board pertaining to this article shall be public 
hearings and shall be noticed by publication as provided in the Lland Ddevelopment 
Ccode section 9.02.07A—C. (in addition to the notices to the violator as provided elsewhere in 
this Chapter) and shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures set forth in this Code. 
 
(a) (b)  After a case is set for hearing, the secretary to the code enforcement board may issue 
subpoenas as requested by the code enforcement officer/inspector, planning department and the 
alleged violator. Subpoenas may be served by the Sheriff of Jefferson County. Subject to 
potential cost recovery in this chapter, subsection (d) below, the county shall initially pay all 
costs of issuing and serving up to and including four subpoenas requested by any party. Should a 
party request more than four subpoenas, that party shall pay all costs incurred in issuing and 
serving those in excess of four. 
  
(b) (c)  Hearings before the code enforcement board shall be conducted as follows: 
 

(1) The code enforcement officer/inspector shall read the statement of violations and 
request for hearing. 
 
(2) The alleged violator shall be asked if he wishes to contest the charges. 
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(3) The county shall present its case and alleged violator shall present his case. The 
county's case shall be presented by an attorney representing the county or by a member of 
the administrative staff of the county. The alleged violator's case may be presented by an 
attorney, or other representative chosen by the alleged violator. 
 
(4) Both parties may call witnesses and all witnesses shall be sworn. All testimony shall 
be under oath and shall be recorded. 
 
(5) Formal rules of evidence shall not apply, but fundamental due process shall be 
observed. 
 
(6) Both parties may cross-examine witnesses and present rebuttal evidence. 
 
(7) The code enforcement board and its attorney may call or question any witness. 
 
(8) After all evidence has been submitted, the chair shall close presentation of evidence. 
 
(9) The code enforcement board shall immediately deliberate and make a decision in 
open session. If a decision cannot be reached in the initial meeting, the board shall 
adjourn and reconsider the matter as soon as possible at a time and date certain. 
 
(10) A decision of the code enforcement board must be approved by simple majority, 
except that at least four (4) members of the board must vote. The decision shall contain 
findings of fact and conclusions of law and shall state the affirmative relief granted by the 
board. 
 
(11) The decision shall be announced as an oral order of the code enforcement board and 
shall be reduced in writing within ten days and mailed to the parties. 
 
(12) The code enforcement board may, at any hearing, order the reappearance of a party 
at a future hearing. 
 
(13) Any case may be continued by the code enforcement board for good cause shown.   
If the code enforcement board’s consideration of a case has already been publically 
noticed, the board’s counsel may grant a continuance prior to the meeting at which a case 
is to be heard, provided that the request is unopposed by all parties.  The continuances 
shall be announced during the publicly noticed hearing.  There shall be no more than two 
continuances granted in any case. 

 
(c) (d) The code enforcement board may issue whatever orders are necessary to bring the 
violation into compliance, including an order which directs the code enforcement 
officer/inspector to cause the violation to be terminated and abated, and which further orders that 
a lien be placed on the property in an amount equal to the actual cost of terminating and abating 
the violation. No order of the code enforcement board shall cause a violation to be terminated 
and abated before the time has run out for appealing such order. 
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(d)  (e)  The code enforcement board, upon finding a violation, shall issue an order to comply, 
setting a date certain for compliance and a fine to be levied if the deadline for compliance is not 
met. The fine shall not exceed $250.00 per day for a first violation and shall not exceed $500.00 
per day for each repeat violation, such fines to accrue daily for each day the violation continues 
past the specified compliance date. In addition, in each instance in which the code enforcement 
board determines that a violation has occurred, the board shall include in its order or decision a 
requirement that the violator reimburse the county an amount equivalent to the reasonable costs 
of prosecuting the case before the board, said amount to be specifically stated in the order or 
decision. If the violator fails to remit such reimbursement to the county within 60 days following 
the violator's receipt of the order or decision of the code enforcement board, such funds shall be 
recoverable as provided in F.S. § 162.09(3). 
 
(e)  (f)  In determining the amount of the fine, if any, the code enforcement board shall consider 
the following factors: 

(1) The gravity of the violation. 
(2) The actions taken by the violator to correct the violation. 
(3) Any previous violations committed by the violator. 
(4) Whether imposition of the fine will constitute an undue hardship on the violator 
considering the financial resources of the violator. 
 

(f)  (g) The code enforcement board may reduce a fine imposed pursuant to this section if 
mitigating circumstances shall be established and recorded in the minutes of the code 
enforcement board. 
 
(g)  (h) After an order has been issued by the code enforcement board and a date for compliance 
has been set, the code enforcement officer/inspector or other designated county official shall 
make a reinspection to determine compliance or noncompliance with the order. 
 
(h)  (i) The code enforcement officer/inspector or other designated county official shall file an 
affidavit of compliance or noncompliance with the secretary of the code enforcement board, and 
a copy shall be sent to the violator by certified mail, return receipt requested. 
 
(i)  (j) If the code enforcement officer/inspector files an affidavit of compliance, the secretary of 
the code enforcement board shall close the file and so report to the board. 
 
(j)  (k) If the code enforcement officer/inspector files an affidavit of noncompliance with the 
secretary of the code enforcement board, the board may order the violator to pay the fine as 
specified in the board's order. 
 
(k)  (l) A copy of the order imposing the fine shall be mailed to the violator by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, or personally served upon the violator. 
 
(l)  (m) If a fine remains unpaid for a period of 14 days, a certified copy of the order imposing 
the fine shall be recorded in the Official Records of Jefferson County, which shall thereafter 
constitute a lien against the land on which the violations exists, or if the violator does not own 
land, upon any other real or personal property owned by the violator, and may be enforced in the 
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same manner as a court judgment by the sheriffs of this state, including levy against personal 
property. If the fine or costs incurred by the county remains unpaid for a period of one year 
following the date the lien was filed, the board may authorize the county attorney to foreclose on 
the lien, which shall be collected as provided in F.S. § 162.09(3). 
 
(m)  (n) In addition to the penalties prescribed above, the code enforcement board shall: 
 

(1) Direct the building, planning, or fire safety administrator not to issue any 
subsequent authorizations development orders for the development until the violation has 
been corrected. 
(2) Inform the violator that no further work under an existing approval may proceed until 
the violation has been corrected. 

 
(n)  (o)  In any instance where the violation constitutes a serious threat to the public health, 
safety or welfare and has not been corrected within a reasonable period of time, the code 
enforcement board may notify the board of county commissioners, which authorize entry onto 
the property in order to make such repairs as are necessary, or take such other actions as law may 
allow to cure the violation and eliminate such threat, and the cost of such repairs or other actions 
shall constitute a lien as provided in F.S. § 162.09(1). 
 
Sec. 21-710. - Appeal. 
 
(a)  An aggrieved party, including the board of county commissioners, may appeal a final 
administrative order of the code enforcement board to the circuit court. Any such appeal shall be 
filed within 30 days of the execution of the order to be appealed. 
 
(b)  The scope of review shall be limited to the record made before the code enforcement board 
and shall not be a trial de novo. 
 
(c)  The code enforcement board shall, by rule, establish reasonable charges for the preparation 
of the record to be paid by the appealing party if such is required by the Florida Rules of 
Appellate Procedure. 
 
Sec. 21-811. - Notices. 
 
(a)  All notices required by this Chapter shall be provided to the alleged violator by certified 
mail, return receipt requested, by hand delivery by the sheriff or other law enforcement officer, 
code enforcement officer/inspector, or other person designated by the board of county 
commissioners; or by leaving the notice at the violator's usual place of residence with any person 
residing there who is above 15 years of age and informing such person of the contents of the 
notice. 
 
(b)  In addition to providing notice as set forth in subsection (a) of this section, at the option of 
the code enforcement board, notice may also be served by publication, as follows: 
 

(1) Such notice shall be published once during each week for four consecutive weeks 
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(four publications being sufficient) in a newspaper of general circulation in the county. 
The newspaper shall meet such requirements as are prescribed under F.S. ch. 50, for legal 
and official advertisements. 
 
(2) Proof of publication shall be made as provided in F.S. §§ 50.041 and 50.051. 
 
(3)  Notice by publication may run concurrently with, or may follow, an attempt or 
attempts to provide notice by hand delivery or by mail as required under subsection (a). 

 
(c)  In lieu of publication as described hereinabove, such notice may be posted at least ten days 
prior to the hearing, or prior to the expiration of any deadline contained in the notice, in at least 
two locations, one of which shall be the property upon which the violation is alleged to exist and 
the other of which shall be, in the case of the county, at the front door of the county courthouse, 
or, in the case of the City of Monticello, at city hall. Proof of posting shall be by affidavit of the 
person posting the notice, which affidavit shall include a copy of the notice posted and the date 
and places of its posting. 
 
(d)  Notice by publication or posting may run concurrently with, or may follow, an attempt to 
provide notice by hand delivery or by mail as required under subsection (a). 
 
(d e)  Evidence that an attempt has been made to hand deliver or mail notice as provided in this 
section, together with proof of publication or posting, shall be sufficient to show that the notice 
requirements of this section have been met, without regard to whether or not the alleged violator 
actually received such notice. 
 
Sec. 21-12.  Abatement bid procedure. 
The county shall obtain competitive bids pursuant to the county's normal bidding, purchasing 
and contracting requirements for services entailed in carrying out the abatement of nuisances 
under this Chapter. The successful bidder shall be required to provide insurance and bonding as 
the county deems advisable.  
 
Sec. 21-13.  Immunity. 
Any code enforcement officer/inspector shall be immune from prosecution, civil or criminal, for 
reasonable, good faith entry  upon real property while in the discharge of duties imposed by this 
section. 
 
Sec. 21-14.  Costs. 
Cost of enforcement shall include but not be limited to: investigative fees, court costs, attorney's 
fees, administrative fines, travel expenses, clean-up expenses, restoration of property damaged or 
payment for damages, storage expenses, tipping fees that would have normally been paid if the 
violator had property disposed of or caused to be disposed any junk, debris, unserviceable 
vehicles, litter or abandoned property. 
 
SECTION 4:  SEVERABILITY 

If any provision or portion of this ordinance is declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to 

Page 46 of 48

Page 46 of 48



Draft 3-25-14 
 

12 
 

be void, unconstitutional or unenforceable, then all remaining provisions and portions of this 
ordinance shall remain in full force and affect.  

SECTION 5:  CONFLICT 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such of conflict, 
hereby repealed. 

SECTION 6:  COPY ON FILE 

A certified copy of this enacting ordinance shall be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court.  

SECTION 7:  EFFECTIVE DATE  

This Ordinance shall be filed with the Office of the Secretary of the State of Florida and shall 
immediately take effect upon receipt of official acknowledgment from the Department of State 
that the same has been filed. 

SECTION 8:  AUTHORITY 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted by Chapter 125.01 and Chapter 162, 
Florida Statutes. 

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED with a quorum present and voting by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Jefferson County this _____ day of _____, 2014. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

       ___________________________ 

       Betsy Barfield, Chair 

 

ATTESTED BY: 

__________________________________________ 

 Kirk Reams, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

APPROVED as to FORM & SUBSTANCE: 

___________________________________________ 

Scott Shirley, County Land Use Attorney 
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 This ordinance was submitted to the Secretary of State, State of Florida on the _______ 
day of ___________________, 2014. 
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