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PROCLAMATION

Bilwek History h{onﬂi — February 2006
WHEREAS, Black History Monih is an armus| observance dedicarsd m mcognizing the significan conaitwmions, schievements, and emduring
legacy of Africen Americans in shaping our nation's history, culture, and progress.

WHEREAS, the Jafferson County Board of County Commissioners acknowledges the profound impaci of Black Americans scross sciencs,
immovation, engineering, sxplomrion, and beyond.

WHEREAS, Black scientists have made groundbresking discoveries thar contime to benefi society, including:

* Dr. Percy Julian, a pionsering chemist who developed symthetic compounds for lifesaving medicines inchuding cortisone and seroids.

* Dr. George Carruthers, an astrophysicist and inventar of the ultraviolet camera/spectrograph used during the Apollo missions, advancing
our understanding of space.

¢  Alice Ball, a chemist who developed the “Ball Method,” the first effective treatment for leprosy.

*  Mark Dean, 2 computer engineer who co-invented key componens of the personal computer, including the ISA bus. ;

«  Dr. Neil deGrasse Tyson, en astrophysicist who has ad d public understanding of the universe through research and science
education. His most widely recognized discovery is Manhatianhengs.

WHEREAS, Black invermrs have demenstraled extraordinary ingenuity, including:

Dr. Patricia Bath, mventor of laser cataract surgery, restoring sight to countless individuals.

Jerry Lawson, a pioneer of the video game industry who developed the first carridge-based gaming sysiem.

Dr. James West, co-inventor of the electret microphone, which is used in most modern communication devices.

Lewis Latimer, who improved the incandescent light bulb and contribuied to advancements in electrical engi 4

Elijah McCoy, an engineer and inventor known for his automatic lubrication system, leading to the phrase “the real McCoy™

‘WHEREAE, Black engineers end world mavelers have expanded the boundaries of innoverion and exploration, inchuding:

Frederick McKinley Jones, an inventor who revolutionized refrigerated transportation.

Jean Baptiste Pointe du Sable, widely recognized as the founder of Chicago and a pionesring trader and explorer.
Dr. Mae Jemison, the firsi African American woman in space, advancing science and inspiring firture generations,
James Beckwourth, a frontiersman and explorer who discovered Beckwourth Pass through the Sierra Nevada
Bessie Coleman, the first African American woman to earn a pilot's license, breaking barriers in aviation.

WHEREAR, these individuals exemplify coursge, intellect, parseverance, and innovation, serving as an inspiration o all regiders of Jefersan
Coumty; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners encouragrs all citizens w celebrute Black History Morth by learning abot and benaring the
contributions of African Americans throughour history. '

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners hereby recopmizes and celebrates
Biack Hivtory Month and calls upon all residents to reflect upon the rich heritage and lasting contribtions of African Americsns to our
community, nam, and nation.

ADOFTED this 19th day of March, 2026, by the Jefferson Coumty Board of Counry Commissioners.
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