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RESOLUTION NO. 2025- 27
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA,
RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF FIRE PROTECTION
SERVICES, FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS IN THE
UNINCORPORATED AND ALL INCORPORATED AREAS
OF JEFFERSON COUNTY,FLORIDA;ESTABLISHNGTHE
ESTIMATED ASSESSMENTRATE FORFIREPROTECTION
ASSESSMENTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING
OCTOBER1, 2025; DIRECTINGTHE PREPARATION OF AN
UPDATED ASSESSMENTROLL; AUTHORIZINGA PUBLIC
HEARING AND DIRECTING THE PROVISION OF NOTICE
THEREOF; PROVIDINGFOR CONFLICTS; PROVDNGFOR
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson County, Florida (the
“Board”), has enacted the Master Capital Project and Service Assessment Ordinance,
Ordinance No.2020-050720-02 (the “Ordinance”), which authorizes the annual imposition
of Fire Protection Assessments for Fire Protection services, facilities, and programs against
all Assessed Property within Jefferson County for Fire Protection Services; and

WHEREAS, the imposition of a Fire Protection Assessment for Fire Protection
services, facilities and programs for each Fiscal Yearis an equitable and efficient method of
allocatingandapportioning the Fire Protection Assessed Cost among parcels of Assessed
Property; and

WHEREAS, the Board desires to reimpose an annual Fire Protection Assessment
program in the unincorporated area and all incorporated areas of Jefferson County,using
the tax bill collection method for the Fiscal Year beginning on October 1, 2025; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Ordinance, the reimposition of Fire Protection
Assessments for the Fiscal Year beginning of October 1, 2025, requires certain processes
such as the preparation of the Assessment Roll; and
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WHEREAS, annually a Preliminary Rate Resolution describing the method of
assessing Fire Protection Assessed Costs against Assessed Property located within
Jefferson County, directing the preparation of an assessment roll, authorizing a public
hearing and directing the provision of notice thereof is required by the Ordinance for the
reimposition of the Fire Protection Assessments; and

WHEREAS, the Board deems it to be in the best interest of the citizens and
residents of all incorporated and unincorporated areas of the County to adopt this
Preliminary Rate Resolution for Fire Protection Services.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA:

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY. Thisresolution isadopted pursuantto the provisions of
the Ordinance,the Amended and Restated Initial Assessment Resolution (Resolution No.
2023-33), the Amended and Restated Final AssessmentResolution (Resolution No.2023-
), Article VIII, Section 1(f) of the Florida Constitution, sections 125.01 and 125.66,
Florida Statutes, and other applicable provisions of law.

SECTION 2. PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS.

(A)  Thisresolution constitutesthe Preliminary Rate Resolution as definedin the
Ordinancewhich initiates the annual process for updating the Fire Protection Assessment
Roll and directs the reimposition of Fire Protection Assessments for the Fiscal Year
beginning October 1, 2025.

(B)  All capitalized words and terms nototherwise defined herein shall have the
meanings set forth in the Ordinance, the Amended and Restated Initial Assessment
Resolution, and the Amended and Restated Final Assessment Resolution. Unless the
context indicates otherwise, words imparting the singular number, include the plural

number, and vice versa.



SECTION 3. PROVISION AND FUNDING OF FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES.

(A) Upon the reimposition of Fire Protection Assessments for fire protection
services, facilities, or programs againstall Assessed Property located in the unincorporated
and allincomorated areas of the County, the County shall provide fire protection servicesto
such Assessed Property. All or a portion of the cost to provide such fire protection
services, facilities, or programs shall be funded from proceeds of the Fire Protection
Assessments collected within the County. The remaining cost, if any, required to provide
fire protection services, facilities, and programs shall be funded by legally available County
revenues other than Fire Protection Assessment proceeds.

(B) It is hereby ascertained, determined, and declared that each parcel of
Assessed Property located within the County will be specially benefitted by the County’s
provision of fire protection services, facilities, and programs in an amountnotlessthan the
Fire Protection Assessmentimposed againstsuch parcel, computed in the mannersetforth
in this Preliminary Rate Resolution.

SECTION 4. IMPOSITION AND COMPUTATION OF FIRE PROTECTION
ASSESSMENTS. Unless otherwise exempted as provided herein, Fire Protection
Assessments shall beimposed againstali Tax Parcels within the Property Use Categories
within the County. Fire Protection Assessments shallbe computedin the mannersetforth
in this Preliminary Rate Resolution.

SECTION 5. LEGISLATIVE DETERMINATIONS OF SPECIAL BENEFIT AND
FAIR APPORTIONMENT. The legislative detenminations of special benefit and fair
apportionmentembodiedin the Ordinance, the Amended and Restated Initial Assessment

Resolution,and the Amended and Restated Final AssessmentResolution are affimed and

incorpbrated herein by reference.

SECTION 6. APPORTIONMENT METHODOL.OGY.
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(A) The Cost Apportionment embodied in Section 6 of the Amended and
Restated Initial Assessment Resolution is affirmed and incorporated herein by reference.

(B) The Parcel Apportionment set forth in Section 7 of the Amended and
Restated Initial AssessmentResolution is affirmed and incorporated herein by reference.

SECTION 7. DETERMINATION OF FIRE PROTECTION ASSESSED COSTS;
ESTABLISHMENT OF ANNUAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSESSMENTS.

(A) The estimated Fire Protection Assessed Cost to be assessed and
apportioned among benefited parcels pursuant to the Cost Apportionmentand the Parcel
Apportionment for the Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 2025, is
$

(B) Theestimated Fire Protection Assessmentsto be assessed and apportioned
among benefited parcels pursuantto the Cost Apportionmentand Parcel Apportionmentto
generate the estimated Fire Protection Assessed Cost for the Fiscal Year commencing
October 1, 2025, are hereby established as follows forthe purpose of this Preliminary Rate

Resolution:

Residential Property Use Category Rate Per Dwelling

Unit

Residential $198.00
Non-Residential Property Use Category Rate Per Sq:::
Non-Residential $0.04

(C) The following exemptions shall apply to the Fire Protection Assessment
program:
(1)  No Fire Protection Assessment shall be imposed upon a parcel of
Government Property; however, Government Property that is owned by federal
mortgage entities, such as the VA and HUD, shall not be exempted from the Fire

Protection Assessment;



(2) No Fire Protection Assessment shall be imposed upon Buildings
categorized as Institutional Property whose Building use is wholly exemptfrom ad
valorem taxation under Florida law;

(3) NoFire Protection Assessmentshallbeimposed againstany land that
is classified as agricultural land pursuant to Section 193.461, Florida Statutes, or
Buildings of Non-Residential Property located on a Tax Parcel that is classified as
agricultural land pursuant to Section 193.461, Florida Statutes; and

(4) NoFire Protection Assessmentshall beimposed againsta Tax Parcel
of Residential Property that is the homesteaded property of a totally and
permanently disabled veteran or their surviving spouse and who receive a total
property tax exemption for said Tax Parcel pursuantto either Sections 196.081 or
196.091, Florida Statutes.

(D) Anyshortfallin the expected Fire Protection Assessment proceedsdue fo any
reduction or exemption from payment of the Fire Protection Assessments required by law
or authorized by the Board shall be supplemented by any legally available funds, or
combination of such funds,and shall notbe paid for by proceeds or funds derivedfrom the
Fire Protection Assessments. Inthe eventa courtof competentjurisdiction detemmines any
exemption or reduction bythe Board is improper or otherwise adversely affects the validity
of the Fire Protection Assessment imposed for this Fiscal Year, the sole and exclusive

remedy shall be the imposition of a Fire Protection Assessment upon each affected Tax

- Parcel in the amountof the Fire Protection Assessment that would have been otherwise

imposed save for such reduction or exemption afforded to such Tax Parcel by the Board.
(E) The approval of the estimated Fire Protection Assessment rate schedule by
the adoption of this Preliminary Rate Resolution determines the amount of the Fire

Protection Assessed Cost. The remainder of such Fiscal Year budget for fire protection
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services, facilities, and programs shall be fundedfromavailable County revenue otherthan
Fire Protection Assessment proceeds.

(F) The estimated Fire Protection Assessments specified in the Fire Protection
Assessment rate schedule in subsecﬁon (B) above are hereby established to fund the
specified Fire Protection Assessed Cost determined to be assessed in the Fiscal Year
commencing Qctober 1, 2025. No portion of such Fire Protection Assessed Cost is
attributable to impact fee revenue that funds capital improvements necessitated by new
growth or development. Further, no portion of such Fire Protection Assessed Cost is
attributable to Emergency Medical Services.

(B) Theestimated Fire Protection Assessments established in this Preliminary
Rate Resolution shall be the estimated assessment rates applied by the County Managerin
the preparation of the updated Assessment Roll for the Fiscal Year commencing October1,
2025, as provided in Section 8 of this Preliminary Rate Resolution.

SECTION 8. ANNUAL ASSESSMENT ROLL.

(A) TheCountyManageris hereby directed to prepare, or cause to be prepared,
an updated Fire Protection Assessment Roll for the Fiscai Year commencing October 1,
2025, inthe mannerprovided in the Ordinance. Unless otherwise exempted, the updated
Assessment Roll shall include all Tax Parcels within the Property Use Categories within
the County. The CountyManagershall apportion the estimated Fire Protection Assessed
Cost to be recovered through Fire Protection Assessments in the manner set forth in this
Preliminary Rate Resolution.

(B) Acopy of this Preliminary Rate Resolution, the Ordinance, the Amended and
Restated Initial Assessment Resolution, the Amended and Restated Final Assessment
Resolution, documentation related to the estimated amountof the Fire Protection Assessed

Cost to be recovered through the imposition of Fire Protection Assessments, and the
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updated Fire Protection Assessment Roll shall be maintained on file in the office of the
County Managerand open to publicinspection. The foregoing shall not be construed to
require that the updated Fire Protection Assessment Roll proposed for the Fiscal Year
beginning October 1, 2025, be in printed form if the amount of the Fire Protection
Assessment for each parcel of property can be determined by the use of a computer
terminal available to the public.

(C) It is hereby ascertained, determined, and declared that the method of
determining the Fire Protection Assessmentsfor fire protection services as set forth in this
Preliminary Rate Resolution is a fair and reasonable method of apportioning the Fire
Protection Assessed Costamong parcels of Assessed Property located within the County.

SECTION 9. AUTHORIZATION OF PUBLIC HEARING. There is hereby
established a public hearing to be held at 5:00 p.m. on September 11, 2025, in the
Courthouse Annex,435W. WalnutStreet, Monticello, Florida, at which time the Board will
receive and considerany comments on the Fire Protection Assessments from the public
and affected property owners and considerimposing Fire Protection Assessments for the
Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2025 and collecting such assessments on the same bill
as ad valorem taxes pursuantto the Uniform Assessment Collection Act.

SECTION 10. NOTICE BY PUBLICATION. The County Manager, or such
person's designee, shall publish a notice of the public hearing.authorized by Section 9 of
this Preliminary Rate Resolution in the mannerand time required in the Ordinance. The
notice shallbe published nolaterthan August21, 2025, in substantiallythe form attached
hereto as Appendix A.

SECTION 11. NOTICE BY MAIL.

(A) Pursuantto section 200.069(10)(a), Florida Statutes, and with agreement of

the Property Appraiser, the Board elects to combine notice of the publichearing authorized
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by Section 9 hereof with the truth-in-millage notification required pursuant to section
200.069, Florida Statutes. Such mailed notice shall be in the form required by section
200.069(10)(a), Florida Statutes, and consistentwith the Uniform Assessment Collection
Act and the Ordinance for the purpose of imposing Fire Protection Assessments for the
Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2025. All first class mailed notices must be mailed no
later than August 21, 2025,

(B) For Tax Parcels with exempt “home addresses” pursuant to Section
119.071(4), Florida Statutes, the County Manager shall work with the Property Appraiser
and/or Tax Collector for provision of notice.

SECTION 12. APPLICATION OF ASSESSMENT PROCEEDS. Proceeds
derived by the Countyfromthe Fire Protection Assessments will be utilized fortheprovision
of fire protection services, facilities, and programs within the County. In the eventthere is
any fund balance remaining atthe end of the Fiscal Year, such balance shall be carried
forward and used only to fund fire protection services, facilities, and programs within
Jefferson County.

SECTION 13. SEVERABILITY. If anyclause, section, otherpartorapplication
of this resolution is held by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or
invalid, in part or application, it shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions or

applications of this resclution.



SECTION 14. EFFECTIVEDATE. This Preliminary Rate Resolution shalltake
effectimmediately upon its passage and adoption this 17th day of July, 2025.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

Nzt

Austin Hosford, Cha@
ATTEST:
% - I craBroy’
Ce;il('f rei"yfghtowef
Cle

APPROVED FOR FORM:

Evan Rosenthal, Esq.
County Attomey



APPENDIX A
FORM OF NOTICE TO BE PUBLISHED
To Be Published by August 21, 2025
[INSERT MAP OF THE COUNTY]

NOTICE OF HEARING TO REIMPOSE AND
PROVIDE FOR COLLECTION OF FIRE PROTECTION SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Notice is herebygiven that the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson County,
Florida will conducta public hearing to consider the continued imposition of annual fire
protection special assessments for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2025, andfuture
fiscal years to fund the provision of fire protection services within all unincorporated and
incorporated areas of Jefferson County, including the City of Monticello, and to authorize
the collection of such assessments on the tax bill.

The hearing will be held at 5:00 p.m. on September 11, 2025, in the Courthouse
Annex, 435 W. Walnut Street, Monticello, Florida, for the purpose of receiving public
comment on the proposed assessments. All affected property owners have a right to
appear at the hearing and to file written objections with the County within 20 days of this
notice. If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Board of County
Commissionerswith respectto any matter considered at the hearing, such person willneed
a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made,
including the testimonyand evidence upon which the appeal isto be made. In accordance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation oran
interpreter to participate in this proceeding should contact the County Manager at (850)
342-0287, at least two (2) business days prior o the date ofthe hearing. Hearingimpaired
persons can access the foregoing felephone number by contacting the Florida Relay
Service at 1-800-955-8770 (Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

The assessment for each parcel of property will be based upon each parcel’s
classification and the total number of billing units attributed to that parcel. The following
table reflects the proposed fire protection assessment rate schedule:



FIRE PROTECTION ASSESSMENTS

Resldential Property Use Category RatoPer Dwelthe
Residential $£198.00
Non-Raesidentlal Property Use Category Rate Per sq';__:?t
Non-Residential $0.04

Copies of the Master Capital Project and Service Assessment Ordinance, the
Amended and Restated Initial Assessment Resclution, the Amended and Restated Final
Assessment Resolution, and the updated Assessment Roll are available forinspection at
the Office of the Properly Appraiser, 480 Walnut Street, Monticello, Florida 32344.

The assessments will be collected on the ad valorem tax bill to be mailed in
November 2025, as authorized by section 197.3632, Florida Statutes. Failure to pay the
assessments will cause a tax certificate to be issued againstthe property which mayresuit
in a loss of title.

If you have any questions, please contact the office of the County Manager at (850)
342-0287, Monday through Friday between 8:00 am. and 5:00 p.m. for additional

information.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA



