
REGULAR SESSION AGENDA
Courthouse Annex, 435 W. Walnut Street, Monticello, FL 32344

1. 9 AM CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
2. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS & AWARDS
3. CITIZENS REQUEST & INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

(3 Minute Limit Please)

4. CONSENT AGENDA
a. Vouchers

Attachments:

Accounts (List_of_Accounts.pdf)
Vouchers (List_of_Vouchers_5-18-23.pdf)
Commissioner Report (Comm_Report_5-18-23.pdf)

b. Meeting Minutes

Attachments:

04/06/2023 (Revised_4-6-2023_Draft_BCC_Minutes.docx)
05/04/2023 (Revised_5-4-2023_Draft_BCC_Minutes.docx)

c. CDBG Change Orders 1, 2, 3

Attachments:

Change Orders (BCC_AGENDA_REQUEST_5-18-
23_AGENDA_REQUEST_CHANGE_ORDERS__-CDBG_JEFFERSON_CO.docx.pdf)

d. Request to Advertise Ordinance Amending the Tourist Development Tax Ordinance

Attachments:

Cover Letter (Agenda_Item_-_TDT_and_Plan_PH.doc)
Draft Ordinance (TDT_Ordinance_v2.5-11-23.docx)

5. GENERAL BUSINESS
a. Ridge Road Repeal

Attachments:

Casa Biance Repeal (Casa_Bianca_Repeal.doc)

b. Big Bend Transit Subrecipient Agreement

Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners
Friday, May 26, 2023 at 9:00 am



Attachments:

Cover Letter (Big_Bend_Transit_Agreement.doc)
Agreement (Subrecipient_Agreement_-_Big_Bend_Transit_-_04_21_23_v._2.docx)

6. CLERK OF COURTS
7. COUNTY ENGINEER
8. COUNTY ATTORNEY
9. COUNTY MANAGER

10. COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
11. ADJOURN

From the manual "Government in the Sunshine", page 40: Paragraph C. Each board, commission or
agency of this state or of any political subdivision thereof shall include in the notice of any meeting or
hearing, if notice of meeting or hearing is required, of such board, commission, or agency,
conspicuously on such notice, the advice that if a person decides to appeal any decision made by
the board, agency or commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing,
he will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose he may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.

PARTICIPATING IN A COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING: A CITIZEN’S
GUIDE

The Jefferson County Commission is pleased to have you at our Commission meeting. We
appreciate your presence, welcome your participation, and want your visit to be interesting and
informative. The following is a brief summary of the Commission’s Meeting Rules of Procedure that
apply to citizen participation.

See the meeting agenda so that you can follow each item of business the Commission will be
discussing.

SPEAKING BEFORE THE COMMISSION: WHEN CAN I TALK?

If you want to address the Commission about an issue that’s not on the agenda, notice there is a
place to do this. To reserve a time to speak for up to 3 minutes, please sign a speaker request form
usually found near the speaker’s rostrum.

The first place to speak is soon after the meeting begins. This time is reserved for citizens who want
to make a request or provide input that doesn’t require discussion. The spot is frequently used by
citizens who don’t want to stay for the entire meeting and don’t need an immediate response from
the Commission.



Citizens may also have a chance to address the Commission about items of interest during the
General Business part of the agenda. After the Commissioners have had a chance to discuss a
general business item, the Chair usually asks if there are any comments from the audience. Again, if
you wish to speak, please limit remarks to no more than 3 minutes.

For the record, always give your name and address before you begin speaking. If you’re
representing a particular group or organization, state that, too. Always address remarks to the Chair
or the Commission as a whole, never to an individual commissioner or the audience. Speakers may
speak only once on an issue and may not yield their time to another person.

THE COMMON COURTESY RULE: PLEASE BE BRIEF, RELEVANT, AND ALWAYS CIVIL

Commission meetings can be long. Our Commission works hard to keep meetings moving along in a
productive and civil manner. Please plan your remarks so that you can make your point clearly and
quickly. Always be courteous and civil.

The Chair may call down speakers (or members of the audience) who violate the Commission’s
rules of decorum. Here are some “no-no’s”: personal attacks or threats, booing, heckling, cheering,
inappropriate clapping, verbal outbursts, and distracting private conversations during proceedings.
Also, signs are okay outside of the meeting room but are not allowed in it.

Commission Meeting Rules of Procedure (available at jeffersoncountyfl.gov) give the Chair control
of the meeting, much like a judge controls his courtroom. These same rules also give the Chair a lot
of flexibility to use his or her judgment in running an efficient and orderly meeting. So if you think you
need help or more time, let the Chair know. If time allows, the Chair will usually grant reasonable
requests.

Again, thanks for your interest. We’re glad you’re here!

NOTE: Except for Common Courtesy rules, slightly different guidelines may apply to public hearings

and workshops.

Contact: Shannon Metty, County Coordinator (smetty@jeffersoncountyfl.gov 850-342-0223) | Agenda published on
05/25/2023 at 1:25 PM

























































JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Session 

April 6, 2023 

6:00 P.M. 
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The Board met this date in regular session.  Present were Chairman Chris Tuten, Commissioners 

Gene Hall, Austin Hosford, Stephen Walker and JT Surles.  Also present were County Manager 

Shannon Metty and County Attorney Heather Encinosa.   

 

1. Chairman Tuten called the meeting to order. 

  

2. Sheriff Mac McNeil gave the Board an update on the Jail’s annual inspection and noted 

the potential need to discuss future expansion options.  

 

3. A motion was made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Surles, 

and unanimously carried, the Board approved the Consent Agenda consisting of the 

attached vouchers to be paid, the account list, the Commissioners report, and the 

minutes from the March 2nd regular BOCC meeting. 

 

4. County Attorney Encinosa introduced item 6a, the City of Monticello ILA for Street Re-

paving.  On a motion by Commissioner Surles, seconded by Commissioner Hosford, 

the Board unanimously approved the attached agreement. 

 

5. County Attorney Encinosa introduced item 6b, the WeatherStem agreement.  On a 

motion by Commissioner Surles, seconded by Commissioner Walker, the Board 

unanimously approved moving forward with the attached agreement. 

 

6. County Attorney Encinosa introduced item 6c, Approval of Affordable Housing 

Committee.  On a motion by Commissioner Hall, seconded by Commissioner Surles, 

the Board unanimously approved moving forward with the attached Resolution. 

 

7. Local Resident, Mary Howard, voiced her concerns for the Ellis-McKinney Cemetery. 

She explained the current access dispute with the neighbor. Dr. Boyer from Aucilla 

Research Institute, touched on the historical details of this cemetery.  

 

8. Local Resident, Lynn McGrady, voiced her continued concerns for the trash and debris 

from the Dollar General on US-19 North and formally requested assistance to get it 

cleaned up. She also expressed concern for the excess water flow from Lake Road to her 

property. Commissioner Hall acknowledged her concern for the debris and stated he 

spoke to the local manager, and they stated they would assist with cleaning up the 

property. County Manager Mrs. Metty stated she would work with the County Engineer 

to determine options of handling the water flow.  

 

9. Former County Commissioner, Hines Boyd requested that the Commission not mow 

some of the road-side areas until after May 1st that have seeds and flowers blooming 

during the months of March and April.  This will allow them to bloom the following year. 

 

10. The County Engineer gave an update on their road projects. He wanted to recognize the 

Sheriff and staff for assisting with a recent log truck issue. Mrs. Lynn McGrady, local 

resident, wanted to express her appreciation for the engineer’s attentiveness to residents. 
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11. County Attorney Encinosa informed the Board the Tri-County agreement was under 

review. 

 

12. Commissioner Walker asked for an update on the illegal venue located on Whitehouse 

Road. Attorney Encinosa stated that the official ruling was still pending. She added that 

noise complaints could be actively enforced but nothing more at this time could be done. 

Commissioner Hosford asked was the venue allowed to continue operating even though 

they have not been approved? Commissioner Walker asked if the current noise ordinance 

was different for each land use? Mrs. Metty explained the current ordinance only covers 

amplified sounds. Commissioner Walker stated that the bass sounds need to be addressed. 

Chuck Sarkisian, local resident, stated that historically the Sheriff’s Office would respond 

to noise complaints if it could be heard within a neighbor’s home. Commissioner Surles 

asked if events could be stopped due to public safety concerns as it is not a legal venue? 

Commissioner Walker asked the Council to review options and asked Mrs. Metty to place 

this item on the next agenda.  

 

13. County Manager, Shannon Metty let the Board know that the Countywide 

Comprehensive Plan is almost complete. She also stated that the County’s new Budget 

Officer would be starting next week. Mrs. Metty credited Charles Culp for his assistance 

in uploading all items to the auditor.  

 

14. Commissioner Walker stated that the funding source is unclear, perhaps the new budget 

officer could locate, but would like to look at the possibility of installing a fence near the 

river entrance.  

 

15. On motion by Commissioner Surles, seconded by Commissioner Walker, and 

unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

Board of County Commissioners 

Jefferson County, Florida 

 

 

____________________________ 

Chris Tuten, Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

Kirk Reams, Clerk of Court 



JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Session 

May 4, 2023 

6:00 P.M. 
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The Board met this date in regular session.  Present were Chairman Chris Tuten, Commissioners 

Gene Hall, Austin Hosford, Stephen Walker and JT Surles.  Also present were Clerk of Court 

Kirk Reams, County Manager Shannon Metty and County Attorneys.   

 

1. Chairman Tuten called the meeting to order and guest pastor Hollingsworth led the 

invocation and pledge of allegiance. 

  

2. Commissioner Hall read the American Legion Proclamation. 

 

3. Lynn Stafford, local resident, asked the Commission to remember the rural lifestyle of 

Jefferson County as they move forward with enforcement of the Whitehouse Road illegal 

venue as it has taken away from the beauty of the area.  

 

4. A motion was made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Surles, 

and unanimously carried, the Board approved the Consent Agenda consisting of the 

attached vouchers to be paid, the account list, the Commissioners report, the 

minutes from the April 20th regular BCC meeting, the minutes from the April 6th 

BCC Solar Ordinance Workshop and the Early Learning Coalition Support Letter. 

 

5. County Manager Shannon Metty introduced Mr. Kurt Spitzer of KSA Governmental 

Consultants who reviewed item 5a, the Redistricting Presentation. He gave a presentation 

where he discussed the attached two different redistricting proposals. Commissioner Hall 

asked what is the deadline for this decision? Mr. Spitzer stated that a decision must be 

made and implemented by the end of the year. On a motion by Commissioner Walker, 

seconded by Commissioner Surles, the Board unanimously approved moving 

forward with Proposal #2. 

 

6. County Attorney Heather Encinosa introduced item 5b, NGN Contract. After discussion 

concerning how many years to contract with them for legal services a motion was made 

by Commissioner Surles, seconded by Commissioner Walker, the Board 

unanimously approved moving forward with a year-to-year contract renewal. 

 

7. County Attorney Encinosa introduced item 5c, Revised Travel Policy.  The Board held an 

open discussion regarding the options of the policy.  A motion was made by 

Commissioner Hosford to move the County per diem and meal allowance rates to 

what the current State of Florida’s rates are.  This motion died without a second.  A 

motion was made by Commissioner Hall, seconded by Commissioner Walker, and 

passed 4 to 1 (Hosford opposed) to keep the County per diem rate and meal 

allowance rates as they currently are. 

 

8. County Manager, Shannon Metty introduced item 5d, 2023 Budget Calendar.  This was 

for informational purposes only. Commissioner Surles asked to have the tentative dates 

emailed to each of the Board members.  
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9. County Attorney Evan Rosenthal introduced item 5e, Big Bend Transit Subrecipient 

Agreement.  County Manager Mrs. Metty explained that the requirement of installing the 

bus stops was currently the issue as the County would be liable for any issues with them, 

so this would need to be completed by a contractor. Commissioner Surles asked County 

Engineer Jack Husband to review the project. Commissioner Hall asked if the County 

subbed the build could the County Engineer inspect and approve the work? Mr. Husband 

stated yes that could be done. It was the consensus of the Board to bring this item back at 

the next meeting to allow the County to investigate costs associated with accepting and 

managing this grant. 

 

10. The County Engineer Jack Husband gave an update on their road projects.  

 

11. County Manager Shannon Metty explained the Building Maintenance Fund was depleted 

so she requested authority from the Board to use budgeted Contingency Funds for AC 

work at the County Extension and Public Defenders Office, estimated $30,000.00.  On a 

motion by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Surles, the Board 

unanimously approved this request. Mrs. Metty stated that the local Home School 

Group was interested in leasing the Lamont School House. Commissioner Walker stated 

he was happy to see it serve a purpose again but feels the road access needs to be 

reviewed. Clerk Reams agreed this would be a good use for the building. Mrs. Metty also 

indicated that for the next BOCC Regular Session meeting on May 18th, several 

Commissioners have scheduling conflicts. On a motion by Commissioner Walker, 

seconded by Commissioner Surles, the Board unanimously approved having the 

BOCC Regular Session meeting at 9:00 AM on May 18th. Due to the AM scheduling a 

discussion took place and it was determined that there would be a quorum as 

Commissioners Hall, Hosford and Tuten would all be physically present.  

 

12. Commissioner Surles brought to the Board’s attention concerns regarding the Proposed 

Solar Ordinance, feeling that they may have potentially overstepped their boundaries with 

some of the stipulations in the draft. He stated that he has spoken with several citizens as 

well as representatives from Duke Energy who expressed the potential for a lawsuit 

should the current draft be adopted. Commissioner Walker asked if Council had reviewed 

the draft and if they could defend it should a lawsuit occur? County Attorney Encinosa 

explained the County has the option to adopt regulations on this subject. Commissioner 

Walker expressed the need for additional review, potentially a second opinion from 

outside council such a land use attorney. Commissioner Surles agreed as an unnecessary 

lawsuit would be at the expense of the citizens. Commissioner Walker stated he felt the 

County Engineer and Attorney should be held responsible for court costs in the event of a 

lawsuit due to lack of due diligence to research the subject and their guidance to the 

Board. Mr. Husband stated they could not do that. Attorney Encinosa stated that the 

Board was bonded to a point, but the individual commissioners could still be sued. She 

added that Council could modify the ordinance at the Board’s direction. Commissioner 

Hosford and Tuten stated it is worth the risk to protect the county. Mrs. Metty explained 

there was an upcoming meeting with the Planning Commission and all service providers 

have been invited to attend.  
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13. Commissioner Hall asked for an update on the County seal for the Annex. Commissioner 

Tuten and County Manager Mrs. Metty stated they are working with a local company. He 

also acknowledged the legacy of Coach Jacobs.  

 

14. Commissioner Surles commended the Road Department for their litter control efforts.  

 

15. Commissioner Hosford asked that the Lloyd Historic Sign be cleaned up or replaced.   

 

16. On motion by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Surles, and 

unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

Board of County Commissioners 

Jefferson County, Florida 

 

 

____________________________ 

Chris Tuten, Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

Kirk Reams, Clerk of Court 



















Board of County Commissioners 
Agenda Request 

 

 

Date of Meeting: May 18, 2022 

 
 

Date Submitted: May 4, 2022 

  

To:  Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board 

  
From:   Katrina Richardson, Tourist Development Council Coordinator 

  

Subject: Board Approval to Schedule and Advertise a Public Hearing to Consider 

Adoption of an Ordinance Amending the Tourist Development Tax 

Ordinance 

  

 

Statement of Issue: 

This agenda item requests that the Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) hold a public 

hearing and adopt an ordinance amending the Tourist Development Tax Ordinance, as amended and 

codified at Chapter 32, Article III, of the Jefferson County Code of Ordinances (the “Code”). 

 

Background:  

The Tourist Development Tax is a hotel tax on short-term rentals in Jefferson County.  Visitors pay 

the tax on every short-term rental of a hotel, motel, bed and breakfast, or other short-term lodging 

within Jefferson County.  The current rate of the Tourist Development Tax is 3%. 

 

On February 20, 2003, the Board established the Tourist Development Council (the “TDC”) via 

Resolution No. 03-0220-01.  In October of 2004, the Board enacted Ordinance No. 04-04 providing 

for the placement of a two percent Tourist Development Tax pursuant to Section 125.0104(3)(c), 

Florida Statutes.  That initiative was approved by Jefferson County Voters, and on December 21, 

2006, the Board approved Ordinance No. 06-07, levying the tax effective on the February 1, 2007, 

and formally adopting the TDC’s Tourist Development Plan pursuant to Section 125.0104(4), 

Florida Statutes.  The initial plan provided for a budget of $60,000 over the first 2 years of the levy 

and provided for 45% of the levy to be spent on “tourism promotion,” 45% on “tourism 

development,” and 10% on “administration.”  In 2017, the County levied a 3rd Penny via 

Resolution No. 2017-09072017-01, pursuant to Section 125.0104(3)(d), Florida Statutes, effective 

November 1, 2017. 

 

Jefferson County is eligible to levy an additional 4th and 5th penny pursuant to Section 

125.0104(3)(l) and (3)(n), Florida Statutes, to be spent on tourism promotion and development.  The 

current Tourist Development Plan is nearly 20 years old and effectively identifies only one 

permissible use for Tourist Development Tax revenues available to Jefferson County under Section 

125.0104, Florida Statutes, which is the promotion, development, and advertisement of Jefferson 

County tourism throughout the state, nationally, and internationally.   
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The first three pennies of the Tourist Development Tax may also be expended for the following 

purposes: 

 

(i) to acquire, construct, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, 

maintain, operate or promote one or more publicly owned and operated coliseums or 

auditoriums within the County, auditoriums that are publicly owned but are operated 

by organizations that are exempt from federal taxation pursuant to 26 U.S.C. s. 

501(c)(3) and open to the public within the county, or aquariums or museums that are 

publicly owned but are operated by organizations that are exempt from federal 

taxation pursuant to 26 U.S.C. s. 501(c)(3) and open to the public, within the County;  

(ii) to promote zoological parks that are publicly owned and 

operated or owned and operated by not-for-profit organizations and open to the 

public; 

(iii) to fund convention bureaus, tourist bureaus, tourist 

information centers, and news bureaus as county agencies or by contract with the 

chambers of commerce or similar associations in the county, which may include any 

indirect administrative costs for services performed by the county on behalf of the 

promotion agency; 

(iv) to finance beach park facilities, or beach, channel, estuary, 

or lagoon improvement, maintenance, renourishment, restoration, and erosion 

control, including construction of beach groins and shoreline protection, 

enhancement, cleanup, or restoration of inland lakes and rivers to which there is 

public access as those uses relate to the physical preservation of the beach, shoreline, 

channel, estuary, lagoon, or inland lake or river;  

 

(v) to acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, 

improve, maintain, operate, or promote one or more zoological parks, fishing piers or 

nature centers which are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by not-

for-profit organizations and open to the public. 

 

At the May 1 meeting of the TDC, the TDC voted to recommend that the Board amend the Tourist 

Development Tax Ordinance as follows: 

• Increasing the Tourist Development Tax from 3 to 5% 

• Making legislative findings that the following expenditures have as their main purpose the 

attraction of tourists to Jefferson County and promotion of tourism in Jefferson County: 

o Development of a marketing plan for tourism in Jefferson County 

o Advertising expenditures for traditional and electronic media, including search 

engine optimization and social media, encouraging Jefferson County tourism and 

encouraging visitors to patronize Jefferson County lodging accommodations 

o Grants to fund the operation and promotion of special events that entice tourists to 

visit and stay in Jefferson County 

o Promotion expenditures for any event that has the effect of promoting tourism in 
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Jefferson County 

o Promotion expenditures for events and programming at the Monticello Opera House, 

which is a major tourist attraction in Jefferson County  

o Promotion expenditures and other expenditures permissible under Sections 

125.0104(5)(a) and (b), Florida Statutes, for the North Florida Wildlife Center, which 

is a major tourist attraction in Jefferson County 

• Adopting a revised Tourist Development Plan providing for an anticipated revenue of 

$300,000 in the 24 months following the levy of the tax, for the tax to be levied within the 

geographical boundaries of Jefferson County, and providing for the following expense 

allocations in order of priority: 

o Seventy percent (70%) for the promotion, development, and advertisement of 

Jefferson County tourism in this state, nationally, and internationally 

o Twenty percent (20%) for other permissible uses of the first three pennies under the 

statute, enumerated above. 

o Ten percent (10%) for administration 

 

Section 125.0104(4)(d), Florida Statutes, provides that any Ordinance amending to the Tourist 

Development Plan requires a majority plus one vote.  In addition, Section 125.0104(3)(n), Florida 

Statutes, provides that any Ordinance implementing a 5th Penny under subsection (3)(n) requires a 

majority plus one vote of the Board.  Accordingly, this Ordinance requires a majority plus one vote 

to become effective. 

 

Analysis: 

 

The proposed ordinance can be summarized as follows: 

• Increases Tourist Development Tax from 3% to 5% 

• Adopts the recommended Tourist Development Plan providing for an anticipated revenue of 

$300,000 in the 24 months following the levy of the tax, for the tax to be levied within the 

geographical boundaries of Jefferson County, and providing for the following expense 

allocations in order of priority: 

o Seventy percent (70%) for the promotion, development, and advertisement of 

Jefferson County tourism in this state, nationally, and internationally 

o Twenty percent (20%) for other permissible uses of the first three pennies under the 

statute, enumerated above. 

o Ten percent (10%) for administration 

• Making legislative findings that the following expenditures have as their main purpose the 

attraction of tourists to Jefferson County and promotion of tourism in Jefferson County: 

o Development of a marketing plan for tourism in Jefferson County 

o Advertising expenditures for traditional and electronic media, including search 

engine optimization and social media, encouraging Jefferson County tourism and 

encouraging visitors to patronize Jefferson County lodging accommodations 

o Grants to fund the operation and promotion of special events that entice tourists to 
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visit and stay in Jefferson County 

o Promotion expenditures for any event that has the effect of promoting tourism in 

Jefferson County 

o Promotion expenditures for events and programming at the Monticello Opera House, 

which is a major tourist attraction in Jefferson County  

o Promotion expenditures and other expenditures permissible under Sections 

125.0104(5)(a) and (b), Florida Statutes, for the North Florida Wildlife Center, which 

is a major tourist attraction in Jefferson County 

 

Options:   

1. Approve Scheduling a Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of an Ordinance Amending 

Tourist Development Tax Ordinance 

2. Do Not Approve Scheduling a Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of an Ordinance 

Amending Tourist Development Tax Ordinance 

3. Board Direction.  

 

Recommendation: 

Option #1  

 

Attachments: 

1. Ordinance Amending Tourist Development Tax Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-  

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

AMENDING THE TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAX 

ORDINANCE; PROVIDING CERTAIN LEGISLATIVE 

FINDINGS; LEVYING AN ADDITIONAL TWO PERCENT 

(2%) TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAX THROUGHOUT 

JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA, IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH SECTIONS 125.0104(3)(L) AND (3)(N), FLORIDA 

STATUTES; ADOPTING AN UPDATED TOURIST 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN; PROVIDING FOR 

SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION AND 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 125.0104, Florida Statutes, known as the “Local Option 

Tourist Development Act,” the Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) adopted 

Ordinance No. 04-04 (the “Tourist Development Tax Ordinance”) on October 25, 2004, which 

authorized a referendum for voter approval of the imposition of an initial two cents of tourist 

development tax per dollar exchanged on certain short term lodging rental transactions within 

Jefferson County; and  

 

 WHERAS, following approval of the voters, the Board subsequently adopted 

Ordinance No. 06-07 formally levying the voter-approved two cents of tourist development tax 

per dollar on certain short term lodging rental transactions pursuant to Section 125.0104(3)(c), 

Florida Statutes, to begin collection February 1, 2007, and created the County’s initial Tourist 

Development Plan (the “Plan”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board subsequently adopted Ordinance No. 2017-09072017-01 levying 

an additional penny of tourist development tax per dollar pursuant to Section 125.0104(3)(d), 

Florida Statutes; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Tourist Development Tax Ordinance, as subsequently amended, is 

codified in Chapter 32, Article III, of the Jefferson County Code of Ordinances; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 125.0104(3)(l) and (3)(n), Florida Statutes, Jefferson 

County is eligible to levy an additional two pennies of tourist development tax per dollar; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to expand the goals and objectives contained in the existing 

Plan to provide for the funding of public facilities needed to address impacts related to increased 

tourism and to update the projected tourist development tax revenues; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council has submitted to the Board a recommended amendment to the 

Tourist Development Ordinance and the Plan contained therein; and 
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 WHEREAS, in order to effectuate these changes, the Board hereby finds it necessary to 

amend the Tourist Development Tax Ordinance, as subsequently amended, and Chapter 32, Article 

III, of the Jefferson County Code of Ordinances. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson 

County, Florida, as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  INCORPORATION OF RECITALS.  The above recitals are true 

and correct and are hereby incorporated by reference. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Board hereby amends Sections 32-48 and 32-49 of the Jefferson 

County Code of Ordinances as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 32-48. – Levied. 

 

(a) (1) As authorized in Sections 125.0104(3)(c) and (3)(d), Florida 

Statutes, there is hereby levied and imposed a tourist development tax throughout 

Jefferson County, Florida, at the rate of three percent (3%) of each whole and major 

fraction of each dollar of the total rental and consideration charged every person 

who rents, leases or lets for consideration any living quarters or accommodations 

in any hotel, apartment hotel, motel, resort motel, apartment, apartment motel, 

rooming house, mobile home park, recreational vehicle park, or condominium, or 

timeshare resort for a term of 6 months or less.  When receipt of consideration is 

by way of property other than money, the tax shall be levied and imposed on the 

fair market value of such non-monetary considerations.  

(2) As authorized in Sections 125.0104(3)(l) and (3)(n), Florida 

Statutes, there is hereby levied and imposed an additional Tourist Development Tax 

throughout Jefferson County, Florida, at the rate of two percent (2%) of each whole 

and major fraction of each dollar of the total rental and consideration charged every 

person who rents, leases or lets for consideration any living quarters or 

accommodations in any hotel, apartment hotel, motel, resort motel, apartment, 

apartment motel, rooming house, mobile home park, recreational vehicle park, 

condominium, or timeshare resort for a term of 6 months or less, which tax revenues 

may be used to promote and advertise tourism in accordance with the adopted 

tourist development plan, When receipt of consideration is by way of property other 

than money, the tax shall be levied and imposed on the fair market value of such 

non-monetary considerations.  The additional two percent (2%) tourist 

development tax levied and imposed in this subsection (a)(2) shall be effective on 

the first day of the second month following approval of this ordinance. Upon the 

effective date of this additional two percent (2%) tourist development tax, the 

tourist development tax levied throughout Jefferson County, Florida, shall be at the 

total rate of five percent (5%). 

(b) The Tourist Development Tax shall be in addition to any other tax 

imposed pursuant to Chapter 212, Florida Statutes, as amended, and in addition to 

all other taxes, fees and the considerations for the rental or lease.  
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(c) The Tourist Development Tax shall be charged by the person 

receiving the consideration for the rental or lease, and it shall be collected by such 

person from the lessee, tenant, or customer at the time of payment of the 

consideration for such rental or lease.  

(d) The person receiving the consideration for such rental or lease shall 

receive, account for and remit the tax to the State of Florida, Department of 

Revenue, at the time and in the manner provided for persons who collect and remit 

taxes under Section 212.03, Florida Statutes, as amended.  The same duties and 

privileges imposed by Chapter 212, Florida Statutes, as amended, upon dealers in 

tangible property, respecting the collection and remission of tax, the making of 

returns, the keeping of books, records and accounts, and compliance with the rules 

of the Florida Department of Revenue in the administration of said chapter shall 

apply to and be binding upon all persons who are subject to the provisions of this 

ordinance; provided, however, the Florida said Department of Revenue may 

authorize a quarterly return and payment when the tax remitted by the person 

receiving the consideration for such rental or lease for the preceding quarter did not 

exceed $25.00 for such amount as set by law.  

(e) Collections received by the Florida said Department of Revenue 

from the tax, less costs of administration as allowed by law, shall be paid and 

returned on a monthly basis to Jefferson County for use by the county in accordance 

with the provisions of this article and shall be placed in the Tourist Development 

Tax Trust Fund established by Jefferson County. 

 

SECTION 32-49.  Revenue to fund tourist development plan.  The tax 

revenue received pursuant to this article shall be used to fund the county tourist 

development plan, which is set forth as follows: which is hereby adopted and 

incorporated into this ordinance. 

(a) Anticipated revenue.  The anticipated net tourist development tax 

revenue to be derived by the county for the 24 months following the levy of the tax 

is $300,000. 

(b) Proposed district.  The geographical boundaries of Jefferson County 

comprise the tax district in which the tourist development tax is levied and imposed. 

(c) Proposed uses in order of priority and expense allocations.  The 

following list of proposed uses of tourist development tax proceeds and expense 

allocations are listed in order of priority. 

(1) Seventy percent (70%) of the tourist development tax 

proceeds shall be allocated to promote, develop, and advertise Jefferson County 

tourism in this state and nationally and internationally.  If the expenditure is for an 

activity, service, venue, or event, the activity, service, venue, or event must have as 

one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as evidenced by the promotion of 

the activity, service, venue, or event to tourists. 

(2) Twenty percent (20%) of the tourist development tax 

proceeds shall be allocated the following purposes:  

(i) to acquire, construct, enlarge, remodel, repair, improve, 

maintain, operate or promote one or more publicly owned and operated coliseums 

or auditoriums within the County, auditoriums that are publicly owned but are 



 

4 

 

operated by organizations that are exempt from federal taxation pursuant to 26 

U.S.C. s. 501(c)(3) and open to the public within the county, or aquariums or 

museums that are publicly owned but are operated by organizations that are exempt 

from federal taxation pursuant to 26 U.S.C. s. 501(c)(3) and open to the public, 

within the County;  

(ii) to promote zoological parks that are publicly owned and 

operated or owned and operated by not-for-profit organizations and open to the 

public; 

(iii) to fund convention bureaus, tourist bureaus, tourist 

information centers, and news bureaus as county agencies or by contract with the 

chambers of commerce or similar associations in the county, which may include 

any indirect administrative costs for services performed by the county on behalf of 

the promotion agency; 

(iv) to finance beach park facilities, or beach, channel, 

estuary, or lagoon improvement, maintenance, renourishment, restoration, and 

erosion control, including construction of beach groins and shoreline protection, 

enhancement, cleanup, or restoration of inland lakes and rivers to which there is 

public access as those uses relate to the physical preservation of the beach, shoreline, 

channel, estuary, lagoon, or inland lake or river;  

(v) to acquire, construct, extend, enlarge, remodel, repair, 

improve, maintain, operate, or promote one or more zoological parks, fishing piers 

or nature centers which are publicly owned and operated or owned and operated by 

not-for-profit organizations and open to the public. 

(3) Ten percent (10%) of the tourist development tax proceeds 

shall be allocated to provide for the costs of administration of the tourist 

development tax revenues allocated under this plan, including local coordination 

and monitoring.   

(4) To the extent that allocated proceeds are not required for any 

of the uses set forth in subsections (c)(1) through (3) above, the Board may direct 

that such proceeds be used for any other purposes authorized under Section 

125.0104, Florida Statutes. 

(d) The Board hereby finds that the following expenditures have as their 

main purpose the attraction of tourists to Jefferson County and promotion of 

tourism in Jefferson County: 

(1) Development of a marketing plan for tourism in Jefferson 

County 

(2) Advertising expenditures for traditional and electronic 

media, including search engine optimization and social media encouraging 

Jefferson County tourism and encouraging visitors to patronize Jefferson County 

lodging accommodations 

(3) Grants to fund the operation and promotion of special events 

that entice tourists to visit and stay in Jefferson County 

(4) Promotion expenditures for any event that has the effect of 

promoting tourism in Jefferson County 
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(5) Promotion expenditures permissible under section 

125.0104(5)(a), Florida Statutes, for events and programming at the Monticello 

Opera House, which is a major tourist attraction in Jefferson County 

(6)  Promotion expenditures and other expenditures permissible 

under Sections 125.0104(5)(a) and (b), Florida Statutes, for the North Florida 

Wildlife Center, which is a major tourist attraction in Jefferson County 

 

[Stricken words indicate deletions. Underlined words indicate additions.] 

 

SECTION 3.  SEVERABILITY.  Should any section or provision of this 

Ordinance or any portion thereof, or any paragraph, sentence, or word be declared by a court or 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remainder 

hereof other than the part declared to be invalid. 

 

SECTION 4.  INCLUSION INTO THE JEFFERSON COUNTY CODE OF 

ORDINANCES.  The Tourist Development Tax Ordinances, Ordinance No. 04-04, Ordinance 

No. 06-07, and Ordinance No. 2017-09072017-01, are codified at Chapter 32, Article III of the 

Jefferson County Code of Ordinances.  It is the intent of the Board that the provisions of this 

Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Jefferson County Code of Ordinances and that 

the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish that intent.  

 

SECTION 5.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  A certified copy of this Ordinance shall be 

filed with the Department of State within 10 days after its enactment by the Board and shall take 

effect as provided by law. 
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PASSED AND DULY ENACTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson 

County, Florida in regular session, this ______ day of __________________, 2023, by a vote of 

___ in favor and ___ opposed. 

 

       BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

       OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

 

 

             

       Chris Tuten, Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

       

 Kirk Reams 

Clerk of the Circuit Court        

     

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

       

Heather Encinosa, Esq. 

County Attorney  



Board of County Commissioners 
Agenda Request 

 

 

Date of Meeting: June 1, 2023 

 
 

Date Submitted: May 16, 2023 

  

To:  Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board 

  
From:   Shannon Metty, County Manager 

Heather Encinosa, County Attorney 

  

Subject: Repeal of Casa Bianca Ridge Subdivision Road Surfacing Project 

 

  

 

Statement of Issue: 

This agenda item requests the Board to repeal the Casa Bianca Ridge Subdivision Road Surfacing 

Project. 

 

Background:   

On June 2, 2022, the Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) adopted 

Resolution No. 0602-2022-01, the Initial Assessment Resolution for the Casa Bianca Ridge 

Subdivision Road Surfacing Project (the “Initial Assessment Resolution”), and on June 23, 2022, the 

Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) adopted Resolution No. 0623-

2022-01, the Final Assessment Resolution for the Casa Bianca Ridge Subdivision Road Surfacing 

Project (the “Final Assessment Resolution”). 

 

The initial assessment budget was based on an estimate prepared by the former County Coordinator, 

which included a total Capital Cost of around $108,000. Subsequent to the adoption of the Casa 

Bianca Ridge Subdivision Road Surfacing Project special assessments, the County obtained pricing 

for the identified roadway paving project and said costs greatly exceeded the Capital Cost on which 

the special assessments were calculated. The current Capital Cost is a total of $237,107, which 

equates to a shortfall of about $128,607. 

 

Due to the increased cost burden, the County inquired with the Casa Bianca Ridge Subdivision 

Homeowner’s Association (“HOA”) if the property owners would like to proceed with an increased 

special assessment or abandon the road paving project. On May 4, 2023, the HOA president 

informed the County that it held a vote of the 28 property owners and of the 25 responses received, 

92% voted to abandon the road paving project and request a refund of the assessment amounts paid.  
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Analysis:   

The attached resolution repeals the Initial Assessment Resolution and Final Assessment Resolution.  

It further directs the clerk to promptly refund all Prepayment Amounts for those Tax Parcels that 

prepaid their Capital Cost in full and all annual Assessment installments paid pursuant to the 

Uniform Assessment Collection Act for those Tax Parcels that did not prepay in full.  If needed, the 

Clerk will work with the Jefferson County Tax Collector to process any refunds paid pursuant to the 

Uniform Assessment Collection Act on the 2022 tax bill. 

 

Options:   

 

 

1. Approve the Resolution Repealing the Casa Bianca Ridge Subdivision Road Surfacing 

Project 

2. Do Not Approve the Resolution Repealing the Casa Bianca Ridge Subdivision Road 

Surfacing Project 

3. Board Direction  

 

Recommendation: 

Option #1  

 

Attachments: 

1. Resolution Repealing the Casa Bianca Ridge Subdivision Road Surfacing Project 



Board of County Commissioners 
Agenda Request 

 

 

Date of Meeting: May 26, 2023 

 
 

Date Submitted: May 22, 2023 

  

To:  Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board 

  
From:   Heather Encinosa, County Attorney 

Evan Rosenthal, Assistant County Attorney 

  

Subject: Subrecipient Agreement with Big Bend Transit for Implementation of FDOT 

Public Transportation Grant Agreement for Jefferson Express 

 

  

 

Statement of Issue: 

This agenda item requests Board approval of a subrecipient agreement between the County and Big 

Bend Transit, Inc. (“Big Bend Transit”) to provide for implementation of Florida Department of 

Transportation (“FDOT”) Public Transportation Grant Agreement Financial Project No. 448655-1-

84-03, awarded to the County in July 2022 (the “FDOT Grant”). The FDOT Grant provides funding 

to the County to establish the “Jefferson Express” fixed route system running from Monticello to 

Tallahassee.     

 

Background and Analysis:   

In July 2022, the County was awarded the FDOT Grant in the amount of $500,160.00 to fund capital 

and operating expenses associated with the establishment of the Jefferson Express bus service 

running from Monticello to Tallahassee. Capital expenses associated with the project and allowable 

under the FDOT Grant include two cutaways, solar bus shelters, benches, map/schedule placement, 

surface mounted bike racks, and trash cans. The grant also funds operating expenses including 

salaries. Funding is available for three (3) years from the state of service.   

 

The attached subrecipient agreement provides for Big Bend Transit to implement the project, 

including: 

 

 A. Purchasing and providing all of the bus stop amenities described in the FDOT Grant 

at Exhibit A, paragraph C at such location(s) as are designated by the County;   

 

 B. Operating the “Jefferson Express” fixed route system running from Monticello to 

Tallahassee; and 

 

 C. Providing such other services and performing such functions as are described in the 
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FDOT Grant at Exhibit A. 

 

Big Bend Transit has represented that they cannot perform installation of the bus shelters. As a 

result, the County will provide for installation and seek reimbursement of that amount through 

FDOT. Following the May 4, 2023 Board meeting, an FDOT representative indicated that 

installation costs should be reimbursable under the grant, although an amendment to the grant scope 

may first be required. The subrecipient agreement provides that the amount available to Big Bend 

Transit will be reduced by any eligible costs that the County incurs on the project, whether for 

installation of the bus shelters or otherwise.  

 

At the May 4, 2023, Board meeting, the Board tabled this item to allow time for the County Manager 

to obtain an estimate of the cost of performing the installation of the bus shelters, in the event that 

such cost is ultimately not reimbursable under the grant.  The estimated cost of installation of the 

shelters is $_30,000.00__. 

 

Pursuant to the terms of the subrecipient agreement, Big Bend Transit may request reimbursement 

from the County for work performed on the project on a monthly basis. No monthly reimbursement 

request may exceed $20,000.  Upon the County’s review and approval of a reimbursement request, 

the County will pay Big Bend Transit and then seek reimbursement from FDOT.  Under the FDOT 

Grant, the County is permitted to seek reimbursement on a quarterly basis.   

 

Options:   

 

1. Approve Subrecipient Agreement with Big Bend Transit for Implementation of FDOT 

Public Transportation Grant Agreement for Jefferson Express  

2. Do not Approve Subrecipient Agreement with Big Bend Transit for Implementation of 

FDOT Public Transportation Grant Agreement for Jefferson Express 

3. Board Direction.  

 

Recommendation: 

Option #1  

 

Attachments: 

1. Subrecipient Agreement with Big Bend Transit for Implementation of FDOT Public 

Transportation Grant Agreement for Jefferson Express 

2. Florida Department of Transportation Public Transportation Grant Agreement Financial 

Project No. 448655-1-84-03 
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SUBRECIPIENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN JEFFERSON COUNTY AND BIG BEND 
TRANSIT, INC. FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF FDOT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

GRANT AGREEMENT 
 

THIS SUBRECIPIENT AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this 
the _________ day of ___________________, 2023 between Jefferson County, a 
political subdivision of the state of Florida (hereinafter the “County”), with an address of 
445 W Palmer Mill Rd, Monticello, FL 32344, and BIG BEND TRANSIT, INC., a Florida 
Not for Profit Corporation, with an address of 2201 Eisenhower St, Tallahassee, FL 32310 
(hereinafter the “Subrecipient”), which parties may hereinafter be collectively referred to 
as the “Parties” or individually as a “Party.”  

 
WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation (“FDOT”) has awarded 

Public Transportation Grant Agreement Financial Project No. 448655-1-84-03, attached 
hereto as Attachment “A” (hereinafter the “FDOT Grant”), to the County to provide service 
development funding for an express transit route providing service between Monticello 
and Tallahassee to connect to the StarMetro Fixed Route Service, as more particularly 
described in the FDOT Grant Agreement (the “Project”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the purpose of this Agreement is to provide for the sub-award of funds 

awarded to the County pursuant to the FDOT Grant to Subrecipient such that 
Subrecipient may implement and complete the Project, subject to the terms and 
conditions set forth herein. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises and the mutual benefits to 

be derived therefrom, the County and the Subrecipient do hereby agree as follows: 
 

Section 1. Term: This Agreement shall begin upon execution by both Parties (the 
“Effective Date”) and shall remain in effect until close out or termination of the FDOT 
Grant, except that the provisions contained within Sections 6, 7, 9, and 15 shall survive 
the termination of this Agreement.  The Subrecipient shall be eligible for reimbursement 
of Eligible Costs (as hereinafter defined) related to the Project incurred from December 
1, 2022 through June 1, 2025, unless such date is extended by the County in its sole 
discretion.  Provided, if the FDOT Grant is for any reason terminated prior to June 1, 2025, 
Subrecipient shall only be eligible for reimbursement of Eligible Costs incurred prior to the 
date of termination.  
 
Section 2. Scope of Work:  Subrecipient shall fully complete and implement the 
Project, including performance of all services, work, and deliverables described in the 
FDOT Grant at Exhibit A, within the applicable timeframes described in the FDOT Grant 
and in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement and the FDOT Grant.   
The scope of work to be performed by Subrecipient includes, but is not limited to: 
  
 A. Purchasing and providing to the County for construction and installation all 
of the bus stop amenities described in the FDOT Grant at Exhibit A, paragraph C at such 
location(s) as are designated by the County;   
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 B. Operating the “Jefferson Express” fixed route system running from 
Monticello to Tallahassee; and 
 
 C. Providing such other services and performing such functions as are 
described in the FDOT Grant at Exhibit A. 
 
Section 3. Consideration, Cost Reimbursement, Supporting Documentation:  
 
 A. Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, the County shall pay 
the Subrecipient, on a cost reimbursement basis, up to a maximum of $500,160.00 (the 
“Subaward Amount”) for completion of the Project.  The Parties acknowledge and agree 
that the County and/or third parties may also perform certain work on the Project for which 
the County will seek reimbursement through the FDOT Grant, including but not limited to 
construction and installation of some or all of the bus stop amenities described in the 
FDOT Grant at Exhibit A, paragraph C (the “County’s Eligible Costs”).  Subrecipient 
acknowledges and agrees that the Subaward Amount shall be reduced by an amount 
equal to the County’s Eligible Costs incurred on the Project.  It is understood and agreed 
that any additional funds necessary for the completion of this Project above and beyond 
the Subaward Amount are the sole responsibility of the Subrecipient. 
 
 B. The Subrecipient shall be reimbursed on a cost reimbursement basis for 
costs related to the Project that are expressly deemed eligible and allowable under the 
FDOT Agreement (hereinafter “Eligible Costs”) as such Eligible Costs are incurred.  To 
be eligible for reimbursement under this Agreement, Subrecipient shall submit sufficient 
documentation to the satisfaction of the County and consistent with the requirements 
contained in Exhibit “F” to the FDOT Grant  demonstrating that Subrecipient has made 
actual payment of all Eligible Costs for which reimbursement is sought.  All Payment 
Requests shall be accompanied by sufficient supporting documentation demonstrating 
full performance of any services for which reimbursement is requested (collectively the 
payment request and any supporting documentation shall hereinafter be referred to as 
the “Payment Request”).  
 
 C. No more frequently than on a monthly basis, the Subrecipient may request 
reimbursement from the County for Eligible Costs incurred under this Agreement.  The 
maximum amount of each Payment Request shall not exceed $20,000.00. Additionally, 
at the time of each Payment Request, Subrecipient shall submit a Progress Report which 
shall describe in detail the work performed and/or services rendered for which 
reimbursement is being requested.  Within ten business (10) days after receipt of the 
Payment Request, the County shall, in its sole discretion, determine if the Payment 
Request, or any portion thereof, is acceptable and in strict compliance with the terms of 
this Agreement.  If it is determined there are any errors in the Payment Request or if 
additional Supporting Documentation is required, the County shall notify the Subrecipient 
within fifteen (15) days of receipt of such Payment Request.  The Subrecipient shall 
submit a revised Payment Request within ten (10) days of receipt of notice from the 
County.  The County reserves the right to delay or deny any Payment Request containing 
errors or lacking sufficient Supporting Documentation until such deficiencies are corrected 
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to the satisfaction of the County.  Upon determination by the County that the Payment 
Request is sufficient, the County shall remit payment to the Subrecipient and seek 
reimbursement of such amount through FDOT under the FDOT Grant.   
 
Section 4. Accounting:  Subrecipient’s accounting and financial management system 
shall be sufficient to permit the preparation of reports required in connection with this 
Agreement and the tracing of funds to a level of expenditures adequate to establish that 
such funds have been used pursuant to the terms of this Agreement.  
 
Section 5. Reporting:  
 
 A. In conjunction with each Payment Request submitted to the County, 
Subrecipient shall also submit a performance report related to Subrecipient’s 
implementation of the Project.  Such performance reports shall contain information 
concerning the status of the Project, along with such other documentation and information 
as the County may reasonably require to verify the progress of the Project.  The 
Subrecipient shall further assist the County as needed in preparation of the semi-annual 
progress reports required to be submitted to FDOT under the FDOT Grant. 
 
 B. Final Project Report.  In conjunction with its final Payment Request, 
Subrecipient shall submit a Final Project Report confirming the successful completion of 
the Project and all deliverables and providing such other information as the County may 
require. 
 
Section 6. Indemnification: To the fullest extent permitted by law, Subrecipient shall 
indemnify, defend (by counsel reasonably acceptable to the County) protect and hold the 
County, and its officers, employees, contractors, and agents, free and harmless from and 
against any and all claims, actions, causes of action, liabilities, penalties, forfeitures, 
damages, losses and expenses (including, without limitation, attorney's fees and costs 
during negotiation, through litigation and all appeals therefrom) arising out of or resulting 
from this Agreement and the Project. 
 
Section 7. No Duplication of Benefit: Subrecipient hereby certifies and affirms that 
Subrecipient’s receipt of funding under this Agreement shall not result in a prohibited 
duplication of the benefits obtained by Subrecipient from other programs, other local, 
state, or federal funding sources, private insurance, or other private organizations. 
Subrecipient acknowledges and agrees that it has an affirmative obligation to promptly 
identify and report any duplication of benefits to the County. In the event that Subrecipient 
recovers costs incurred under this Agreement and reimbursed by the County from another 
source, Subrecipient shall reimburse the County for all recovered funds originally 
provided under this Agreement. Interest on any refund shall be calculated based on the 
prevailing rate used by the State Board of Administration. Interest shall be calculated from 
the date(s) the payment(s) are recovered by Subrecipient to the date repayment is made 
to the County by Subrecipient. 
 
Section 8. Default; Termination; Force Majeure: 
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 A. Termination for Cause.  The County may terminate this Agreement for 
cause at any time if any covenant, warranty, or representation made by Subrecipient in 
connection with this Agreement shall at any time be false or misleading in any respect, or 
in the event of a material failure of Subrecipient to comply with the terms and conditions 
of this Agreement. Prior to termination, the County shall provide ten (10) days’ written 
notice of its intent to terminate and shall provide Subrecipient an opportunity to consult 
with the County regarding the reason(s) for termination.  
 
 B. Termination for Convenience. This Agreement may be terminated for 
convenience by either Party upon providing the non-terminating Party with sixty (60) days 
written notice. 
 
 C. Termination due to Unavailability of Funds.  In the event the County’s 
funding sources contemplated under this Agreement are either reduced or eliminated for 
any reason, this Agreement may be terminated by the County immediately upon providing 
written notice to Subrecipient.   
 
 D. Force Majeure. If a force majeure event occurs that causes delays or the 
reasonable likelihood of delay in the fulfillment of the requirements of this Agreement, 
Subrecipient shall promptly notify the County in writing of the anticipated length and cause 
of the delay, the measures taken or to be taken to minimize the delay and Subrecipient's 
intended timetable for implementation of such measures. If the County agrees that the 
delay or anticipated delay was caused, or will be caused by a force majeure, the County 
may, at its discretion, extend the time for performance under this Agreement for a period 
of time equal to the delay resulting from the force majeure upon execution of an 
amendment to this Agreement by both parties.  Such agreement shall be evidenced by 
an Amendment to the Agreement. For purposes of this Agreement, “force majeure event” 
shall be defined as shall be an act of God, strike, lockout, or other industrial disturbance, 
act of the public enemy, war, blockade, public riot, lightning, fire, flood, explosion, 
pandemics or epidemics resulting in government mandated quarantines, failure to receive 
timely necessary third party approvals through no fault of Subrecipient, and any other 
cause, whether of the kind specifically enumerated herein or otherwise, that is not 
reasonably within the control of Subrecipient and/or the County. Failure to perform by 
Subrecipient's consultant(s) or subcontractor(s) shall not constitute a force majeure 
event. 
 
 E. Effect of Termination.  Subrecipient shall not receive payment of any 
amounts contemplated under this Agreement after termination of this Agreement unless 
expressly authorized by the County prior to the effective date of termination.   
 
Section 9. Remedies; Financial Consequences: 
 
 A. In the event that a task, deliverable, milestone, or activity to be performed 
under this Agreement is deemed inconsistent with the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement  or the FDOT Grant by the County, Subrecipient shall re-perform same, at no 
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additional cost to the County, within twenty (20) days of being notified of the unsatisfactory 
task, deliverable, or activity, or within such other timeframe as is specified in writing by 
the County. If such task, deliverable, or activity is not satisfactorily performed within the 
specified timeframe, the County may, in its sole discretion, terminate this Agreement for 
cause in accordance with Section 8 hereof. 
 
 B. If Subrecipient materially fails to comply with the terms and conditions of 
this Agreement, including, but not limited to, any applicable federal or state statutes, rules, 
policies, or regulations, applicable to this Agreement, the County may, in its sole 
discretion, take one or more of the following actions: 
 
  1. Temporarily withhold payments to Subrecipient pending correction of 
the deficiency by Subrecipient. 
 
  2. Disallow all or part of the cost of the activity or action not in 
compliance. 
 
  3. Wholly or partly suspend or terminate this Agreement. 
 
  4. Demand a refund, either in whole or in part, of the funds provided to 
Subrecipient under this Agreement for non-compliance with the material terms of this 
Agreement. Subrecipient, upon such written notification from the County shall refund, and 
shall forthwith pay to the County, the amount of money demanded by the County.  Interest 
on any refund shall be calculated based on the prevailing rate used by the State Board of 
Administration. Interest shall be calculated from the date(s) the original payment(s) are 
received from the County by Subrecipient to the date repayment is made by Subrecipient 
to the County. 
 
  5. Take any other remedy that may be available to the County at law or 
equity. 
  
 C. In the event FDOT demands the return of funds paid to Subrecipient 
pursuant to this Agreement following an audit or otherwise for any reason, including but 
not limited to situations where costs paid with such funds were determined to be ineligible 
or unallowable under the FDOT Grant, Subrecipient shall be solely liable for any such 
amounts and shall return the full amount of the funds in question to the County promptly 
upon demand.  In such event, the County may also refuse payment on all future Payment 
Requests submitted by Subrecipient until the full amount of the funds in question are 
returned to the County.   
 
Section 10.  Compliance with Laws:  Subrecipient shall comply with all applicable federal, 
state and local laws, rules, and regulations, and County policies and regulations in 
performing under this Agreement.  The failure of this Agreement to specifically reference 
a particular federal or state law or regulation, or policy or regulation shall not excuse 
Subrecipient from compliance with same to the extent such law, regulation, or policy is 
applicable to Subrecipient’s performance under this Agreement.   
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Section 11. Subawards: The Subrecipient shall not make sub-awards under this 
Agreement without the prior express written approval of the County.  
  
Section 12. Notices:  All notices and written communication between the Parties shall 
be sent by electronic mail, U.S. Mail, a courier delivery service, or delivered in person. 
Notices shall be considered delivered when reflected by an electronic mail read receipt 
(or when receipt is otherwise acknowledged), a courier service delivery receipt, other mail 
service delivery receipt, or when receipt is acknowledged by recipient. Any and all notices 
required by this Agreement shall be delivered to the Parties’ respective contact persons 
at the addresses identified in Section 12.  This Section shall not preclude routine 
communication by the Parties by other means. 
 
Section 13. Contacts. 
 
All notices required or permitted under this Agreement shall be directed to the following 
contact persons: 
 
County: 
 
Shannon Metty 
County Manager 
445 West Palmer Mill Road 
Monticello, FL 32344 
850-342-0223 
smetty@jeffersoncountyfl.gov 
 
Subrecipient: 
 
[TO COME] 
 
 Either Party may change the above-described contact information by giving notice 
of such change to the other party Pursuant to Section 11 hereof. 
 
Section 14. Equal Employment Opportunity:  The Subrecipient shall not discriminate, 
directly or indirectly, against any employee or applicant for employment on the basis of 
race, color, creed, religion, sex, age, handicap, disability, sexual orientation, ancestry, 
national origin, marital status, familial status, or any other basis prohibited by applicable 
law. The Subrecipient shall incorporate this provision in all subcontracts for services 
provided under this Agreement.  
 
Section 15.  Records; Access to Records and Personnel.  
 
 A. Subrecipient shall comply with the Florida Public Records Law, codified at 
Chapter 119, F.S., as it relates to all records made or received in conjunction with this 
Agreement, which are public records under Florida law. Subrecipient specifically shall: 
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  1. Keep and maintain public records required by the County in order to 
perform the Project. 
 
  2. Upon request from the County, provide the County with any 
requested public records or allow the requested records to be inspected or copied within 
a reasonable time by the County. 
 
  3. Ensure that public records that are exempt or confidential and 
exempt from public records disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as 
authorized by law for the duration of the Agreement term and thereafter if Subrecipient 
does not transfer all records to the County. 
 
  4. Transfer, at no cost, to County all public records in possession of 
Subrecipient upon termination of this Agreement and destroy any duplicate public records 
that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements. 
All records stored electronically must be provided to the County, upon request from the 
County, in a format that is compatible with the information technology systems of the 
County. If Subrecipient keeps and maintains public records upon the conclusion of this 
Agreement, Subrecipient shall meet all applicable requirements for retaining public 
records that would apply to the County. 
 
  5. If Subrecipient does not comply with a public records request, the 
County shall treat that omission as breach of this Agreement and enforce the contract 
provisions accordingly. Additionally, if Subrecipient fails to provide records when 
requested, Subrecipient may be subject to penalties under section 119.10, Florida 
Statutes and reasonable costs of enforcement, including attorney fees.  
 

 B. IF THE RECIPIENT HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE 
APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO THE 
RECIPIENT’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC RECORDS RELATING TO 
THIS AGREEMENT, CONTACT THE CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS 
AT (850) 342-0223 OR 445 W. PALMER MILL RD., MONTICELLO, 
FLORIDA 32344. 
 
 C. Subrecipient acknowledges and agrees that the County and its authorized 
representatives, shall have timely and unrestricted access to any pertinent books, 
documents, papers, and records, whether written, printed, recorded, produced, or 
reproduced by any electronic, mechanical, magnetic, or other process or medium, in order 
to make audits, inspections, investigations, excerpts, transcripts, or other examinations 
as authorized by law. This also includes timely and reasonable access to Subrecipient's 
personnel for the purpose of interview and discussion related to such documents. 
 
 D. The rights of access in this Section are not limited to the required retention 
period for the applicable records but last as long as the records are retained. 
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 E. Subrecipient agrees that if any litigation, claim, or audit is started before the 
expiration of the record retention period established above, the records shall be retained 
until all litigation, claims or audit findings involving the records have been resolved and 
final action taken. 
 
Section 16. Miscellaneous:  
 
 A. Assignment. No assignment, delegation, transfer, or novation of this 
Agreement, or any part hereof, may be made unless in writing and signed by both Parties. 
 
 B. Execution in Counterparts.  This Agreement, and any Amendments thereto, 
may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which together shall be deemed an 
original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. In the 
event that any signature is delivered by facsimile transmission or by email delivery of a 
“.pdf” format data file, such signature shall create a valid and binding obligation of the 
Party executing (or on whose behalf such signature is executed) with the same force and 
effect as if such facsimile or “.pdf” signature page were an original thereof. 
 
 C. Interpretation; Severability.  This Agreement shall be construed in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Florida. Wherever possible, each provision of 
this Agreement shall be interpreted in such manner as to be effective and valid under 
applicable law, but if any provision of this Agreement shall be prohibited or invalid under 
applicable law, such provision shall be ineffective to the extent of such prohibition or 
invalidity, without invalidating the remainder of such provision or the remaining provisions 
of this Agreement.   
 
 D. Entire Agreement; Joint Preparation.  This Agreement represents the entire 
agreement of the Parties. Any alterations, variations, changes, modifications or waivers 
of provisions of this Agreement shall only be valid when they have been reduced to 
writing, duly signed by each of the Parties hereto, and attached to the original of this 
Agreement, unless otherwise provided herein.  The Parties represent and agree that they 
have jointly negotiated this Agreement and have had the opportunity to consult with and 
be represented by their own competent counsel.  This Agreement is therefore deemed to 
have been jointly prepared by the Parties and no part hereof shall be construed more 
severely against one of the Parties than the other.   
 
 E. Venue.  Venue for any litigation arising from this Agreement shall be in 
Jefferson County, Florida.   
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be duly 
executed, the day and year last written below. 
 

(Signature Page Follows) 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY,   BIG BEND TRANSIT, INC., 
FLORIDA      
      
 
By:      By:       
        
      ________________________________ 
Print Name and Title   Print Name and Title 
 
Date:      Date:     
 
 
Attest:      Attest: 
 
By:      By:       
 
             
Print Name and Title   Print Name and Title 
 
  



10 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

Florida Department of Transportation Grant Agreement to Jefferson County, Financial Project 
No. 448655-1-84-03 
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